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be of benefit to him, be would be laying them
along the frontages of other people's pro-
perty.

Hon. J. Ewing: They could pooi the ex-
pense.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : The hon. mem-
ber's interjections are in line with my argu-
ment. The pipes should be laid by the
board and then a rate imposed. The east of
laying the pipes would be reckoned in esti-
mating the annual rate to b)e imposed on the
different properties served by the pipe line.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: That is the posi-
tion exactly. They are maldng provision
for laying down the pipes.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: But if it were a
rock catebment dama, it might be impossible
to lay pipes throughont the area, and the
pasties themselves could draw probably mAh-
cient water -for domestic supply and for a
few horses, but insufficient to carry a large
number of stock. We should recognise that,
if we pass the Bill, we shall be authorising
the Government to impose a rate on pro-
perty for this class of water supply and
under a method that I do not think has been
adopted elsewvhere. I am quite prepared to
support a measure to authorize the imposi-
tion of a rate if the water supply is taken
to the door of the property.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson : Taken to the
boundary, not to the door.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I mean to the
frontage of the land.

The Chief Secretary: In an agricultural
centre that would cost half a million of
money.

Member: That is not the purpose of this
Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : If there was a
rock catehmnent and a man drew so many
gallons of water from it, a chargecudb
imposed to defray the cost of providing the
sup ply, but I do not see bow properties that
are not served and cannot be served by
means of reticulation should be subjected to
an annual rate macrely for the construction
of a rock catchment. dam or similar supply.
I shall consider the question whether I can
support the second reading of the Bill, but
I would like the Minister to inquire into the
point I have -raised about the departure from
the important principle that has always been
adbered to.

On motion by lion, H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.36 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. W"ilson, leave of ab-
sence for one week granted to Mr. Corboy
(Vilgarn) on the ground of urgent private
business,

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL-HOSPITAL FUND.

Second Reading.

TEES MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Ron.
S. W. Mamsie-Hannans) [4.30] in moving
thle second reading said: I ama submitting
this Bill with a considerable amount of
pleasure. There is not the slightest doubt
that for many years past the financing and
maintaining of hospitals in this State has
become more and more serious, The posi-
tion of the hospital authorities is that al-
most all of them are finding it exceedingly
difficult to run their institutions as they
should he run, and make ends meet. It is
commonly said that it is the duty of the
Government to look after the indigent
sick, a responsibility which, I agree, rests
with the Government. But if the Govern-
ment are going to do it they must have
the funds writh which to do it. In my
opinion there is no other way of success-
fully raising funds for the purpose than by
some means whereby everybody who re-
ceives income contributes something while
be is well to provide for the days when he
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may be sick. That, practically, is the prin-
ciple and foundation of the Bill. I propose
to give some figures to show the increase
that has token place in the beds daily oc-
cupied in hospitals during the Past few
years. Of course the State is expanding
and developing, our population is increas-
ing, and so we must expect an increase in
the number of people in hospital.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Especially
mothers.

The INISTER FOR HEALTH: Their
numbers, too, are increasing fairly rapidly.
Let mie say in that respect that Western
Australia can hold] up its head, can be
proud of the fact that it has in the Ring
Edward 'Mcmoriat Hospital a maternity
home that is unequalled in the known
world. I was about to deal with the in-
creases in the number of beds occupied. 1
propose to quote the figures for the years
2921, 1924 and 1927. In departmental hos-
pitals in 1921 the average number of beds
occupied daily was 230. In 1924 the figures
had risen to 276, and in 1927 they reached
3816. In public hospitals in 1921 the average
number of beds occupied daily was 427, in
1924 the figures; were 520, and in 1927 they,
had risen to 590. In committee-controlled
hospitals in 1921 the average number of
beds dily occupied was 57, in 1924 the
number was 8S., and in 1927 it rose to 139.
or a total increase froni9 1921 to 1927 of
361 beds daily occupied. In 1921 there
were 54 hospitals in the several categories.,
departmental, public and comm ittee-cor-
trolled. whereas in 1927 there were 82, or
an increase of 28. As I have said, the
financial problem has been a very difficult
one, and several Governments have attemp-
ted something for the purpose of relieving
the position. The first attempt I know of
in this State was a Bill introduced during
the termi of the Leader of the Opposition's
occupancy of the Treasury benches. That
.Bill was introduced by the then member
for Beverley, (Mr. Broun) who was Chief
Secretary. The Bill followed the lines
laid down in the New Zealand Act. That
is to say, it provided for cutting tip the
State into hospital districts, with a local
committee controlling each district and
collecting all patients' fees that could he
collected:. the cent-ral Government provid-
ing half the cost, the balance to be made
up from a rate upon the ratepayers in the

various hospital districts. That Dill was
not favourably received in this Chamber,
and I think it was allowed to drop. Subse-
quently the hon. member's Government
proceeded with a second Sill that was in-
troduced by the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson). It provided for a penny in the
pound tax on all incomes. That Bill passed
this Chamber but, fortunately, it was de-
feated in another place.

TMr. Sampson: Did you say fortunately
or unfortunately?9

The MWINISTER FOR WEALTH: I said
fortunately. For the Bill provided that
out of the £130,00-0 odd to be raised,
£:100,000 -was ear-marked to benefit Con-
solidated Revenue, while the balance was
to go to the hospitals.

Mr. Sampson: But the virtue of the
hospital movement was unquestioned.

The MINISTER FOR WEALTH: To the
extent of £30,000, yes. If that Bill had
gone through, we should not have had any
possible hope of levying a tax on incomes
at this moment for the purpose of main-
taining hospitals. Moreover, had that Bill
gone through, tho hospitals to-day would
have been nearly as badly off as they are
at present.

Mr. Sampson: But the principle of the
Bill was unassailable.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
not severely criticising it. IUdoubtedly that
was the hon. member's opinion. I raised
no ob~jection to that Bill other than to the
provision that Consolidated Revenue was to
benefit from the tax rate imposed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The entertain-
ments tax went into Consolidated Revenue
last year.

The MINISTER FOR ]HEALTH: The
Leader of the Opposition says the amuse-
juent tax went wholly into Consolidated Re-
venue last year. That statement is not cor-
rect, not in the true estimate. I admit that
if we had done as much for the hospitals
during last year as we did previously with-
out the entertainments tax, Consolidated Re-
venue would have had to find another
£84,000 for the purpose. However, although
we have had £32,000 from the entertain-
ments tax-

Hon. Sir James MNitchell: The amount is
£C40,000.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
included a surplus of £8,000 from previous
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years. Although £32,000 was collected
through thle entertainments. tax, Consoli-
dated Revenue paid exactly the same amount
aa in the previous year. There has been.
no reduction in the amount contributed by
Consolidated Revenue.

Mr. Sampson: But there is the increase
of population.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No
one can legitimately say that the proceeds
fromn the entertainments tax were absorbed
by being paid into revenue.

Mr. Sampson: No one can say that Con-
solidated Revenue was not protected hy
the -entertainments tax.

'The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Writ]]
the entertninments tax being expended as
it was, my personal belief, to judge from
the figures of revenue collected by hospitals,
is that Consolidated Revenue benefited by
about £3,000. That was the £3,000 extra
collected for hospital services, an amount
which would not have been collected but for
the expenditure of the proceeds of the en-
tertainments tax.

Mr. Samp-son: The amount wvas used for
a variety of hospital services.

The MINISTER FOR. HEALTH: Yes,
right throughout the State.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you got It
all back in credits.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
We have the statement of what the money
was used for, and also of the amount con-
tributed from Consolidated Revenue. More-
over, the amount contributed in 1925 was
the same as the amount contributed last
year. So there was no reduction as regards
Consolidated Revenue. The money was all
extra, over and above the amount from Con-
solidated Revenue. Unquestionably hospi-
tals, even under existing circumstances, with
the proceeds of the entertainments tax, are
finding it difficult to carry on. The posi-
tion of the Children's Hospital is deplor-
able.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, and that
is the moist important hospital.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is
an important hospital, I admit; but it is
not more important than the Perth Hospital
or any of the large general hospitals. From
the aspect of number of patients treated,
the Children's Hospital stands second in
the list in Western Australia.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: It is the only
children's hospital we have.

The MINLSTER FOR HEALTH: But
there is a children's ward at the Fremnantle
Hospital.

Mr. Mann: The Children's Hospital is a
very up to date institution.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is a
fine institution, and is having an exception-
ally hard time.

Mr. Mann: I do not think we have heen
able to pay our August accounts yet.

The Premier: I gave you £1,000 the other
day.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I know
the members of the committee of the Child-
ren's Hospital, and their earnest pleading,
with thme aid of which I was able to secure
an extr-a £1,000 from the Treasurer. The
August accounts of the institution have al-
ready been paid. I believe that under the
system proposed by the Bill the position of
the large hospitals would be relieved coil-
siderably. Ever since the inception, almost,
of hospitals on the goldfields, an arrange-
mient has existed between the unions and
the employers that it shall be practically at
condition of employuent to contribute to a

'mnedical and hospitl fund. Ever since the
inception of hospitals in goldfields areaq,
broadly speaking, there has been a small
weekly contribution of that nature. It is
true that the Government are now main-
Waining the Kalgoorlie hospital, but I ant
speaking of conditions on the goldfields
generally. The men there have for 30 years3,
to my knowledge, contributed to the hos-
pitals.

Hon. G. Taylor: Mostly Is. per -week.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That

includes medical as well as hospital.
Hon. G. Taylor: And as much as 2s. 3d.
The M-NINISTER. FOR HEALTH: The

contribution to the hospitals ranges front
6id. to 9d. per week. Later the timber dis-
tricts; adopted practically the same system,
and they arc contributing a fair amount to-
wards hospital benefit funds. Where the
Government or a committee conduct a hos-
pital, the fund pays 6s. per day for thf.
maintenance in hospital of a contributor.
The Railway Union also have a f'md 'with a
considerable number of contributors whc
likewise receive that concession in any hos-
pital. The fund of the Railway Union has
an arrangement with hospitals ;n various
districts, and their members may enter an).
one of those hospitals, whereupon the fund
pays Os. per day for the maintenance of th(
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member while he is in the institution. That
is a benefit to the extent sometimes of is. 6id.
per day, at other times of Is., and in some
cases of 2s., as the charges made by the
various institutions range between Gs. and Rs.
per day. The number of people concerned
in these funds in Western Australia is
roughly 30,000. So that the Bill merely pro-
poses to elaborate a scheme wbk~h has ex-
isted for many years. If the measure be-
conies law, there wilt be no necessity for the
Railway Union to levy on members for hos-
pital accommodation; and similarly as re-
gards the miners on the goldficlds and the
workers in the timber districts, They will
have to contribute as before, because
undler the Bill they will not receive
free medical attention; but they will
not have to contribute towards hospital ac-
commjodlation. The contrihution to the Rail-
way Union's fund is low, but it covers the
contributor only, whereas under the scheme
proposed by this measure the coutributor
and his wife and children will be covered.

Mr. Wilson: Collie also has a fund.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.

The position is the same throughout the ini-
ing districts. At Leonora the weekly contri-
bution is Is. 9Id., and at Kalgoorlie it is
is. 6d. In the latter place Is. is for the
hospital, and 6d. is for medical, which goes
to the doctor. I do not think there will be
any diffleulty in maintaining that arrange-
ment if the Bill becomes law. At present all
hospitals endeavour as far as p~ossible to
collect fees. This is clone by Government
hospitals, public hospitals, and committee
hospitals alike. I wish to stress the point
that it would be much better to have a na-
tional hospital benefit fund, towards which
everybody Would contribute while well and
earning. It would relieve those unfortunates
who now go into hospital and upon leaving
it are handed a bill. In many cases it is the
breadwinner himself who goes into hospital,
with the result that the income of the home
ceases, while probably the expenditure in
the borne rises. Then when the breadwinner
is well enough to be discharged from hos-
pital, he is presented wvith a bill for his
maintenance while there at 6is. or 8s. per
day. He is less able to pay that bill than
at any other period of his life. I know, as
Minister for Health, of many cases where
married men who have been in hospital them-
selves or have had their wives or children
there, are not in a position to pay. They

will not allow me to write the accounts off.
They say, "No; we are well satisfied, and
we have been well treated. We cannot afford
to pay more than 2s. 6d. or 6s. a month, but
we are willing to pay something in order to
reduce the debt." Many of them are doing
that.

Hon. G. Taylor: That was always the
system at the Perth Hospital, which never
pressed for payment.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But
the Perth Hospital collected just the same.

Hon. G. Taylor: A patient was given
plenty of time.

The M1INISTER, FOR HEALTH: So he
is by every institution.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Thousands of
pounds are written off every year.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
but nevertheless the debit is raised, and that
represents a hardship for the man or woman
who is honest and sincere and believes that
something should be paid for services ren-
dered by a hospital.

Hon. G. Taylor: You must raise the debit
to see how you are going.

'The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Of
course debits must be raised under existing
circumstances. If the Bill passe, the fuod
will pay to the Perth Hospital and similar
institutions 6s. per day for every person oc-
copying a bed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You will have
to pay the doctor too.

The M4INISTER FOR HEALTH: No-
thing of the kind. Every person going to
the Perth Hospital is treated free.

Hao,. Sir James Mitchell: But not in all
country hospitals.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No;
but country doctors in many cases do treat
people free. If people can afford to pay,
they have to pay.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why should not
the position be the same in Perth?

The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is.
I undertake to say that a larger percentage
of people in Perth pay the doctor than is
the case in country districts.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: In connection
with the Perth Hospital?

The MINISTER FOR H3EALTHJ: No.
I said, in Perth. They have hot to pay the
doctor in the Perth Hospital, where the
w-hole of the service is free, in the same way
as at the Children's Hospital or the Fre-
mantle Hospital. The staffs are honorary,
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with the exception of the doctor in charge
at the Perth Hospital.

Hon. 0. Taylor: And the junior resident
medical officers.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
junior residents receive infinitesimal salaries.

Hon. G. Taylor: They get a fine experi-
ence.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
and we want them to get that experience,
because in nine eases out of ten the c.ountry
doctor bas gained hsis experience in -the
Perth Hospital. That is why the best ex-
perience obtainable there is not too good.
The doctors who get their experience at the
Perth Hospital will eventually practise
throughout the country districts as well as
in the metropolitan area, Therefore I want
the best possible experience to be obtainable
there. I have already stated that the root
principle underlying the Bill is that of a
benefit scheme. All will pay, and if it is
a man 's misfortune to go into thle hospital
he will get sonic benefit as the result of the
money he has paid. So far as the Perth
Hospital, the Children's Hospital and the
Fremantle Public Hospital arc concerned,
as well as other public hospitals through'
out the State, there will he no debits. raised
aga~inst theam. In most of the country hos-
pitals, particnlarly those of any size, we
bare what are practically intermediate
wards. They are private rooms with singlc
beds. I would instance the position at
Katanning. A new hospital was built there
three years ago, and we provided for pri-
rate rooms. They are available for people
who desire to have single mroms. Although
it is a Government institution, it is run by
a committee who have the righbt to charge
uip to 1.2s. a day for a private ward. If
people can aford to pay that amount and
desire to do so, they have a perfect right to
avail themselves of that opportunity. In'
those circumstances, the fund will pay 6s.
a day to the hospital and the occupant of
one of those private rooms will have to
pay the balance. The same thing will apply
to other hospitals in the mefropolitan area
and in the country districts. The -rate of
contribution provided under the Hill is 1yd.
in the pound. It is estimated that that tax
will return a revenne from all sources of
income throughout the State, amounting to
£217,000 per annum.

Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: You will col-
lect that amount!

The MNiS1TER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
That is the amount we ex~cct to collect oil
aill incomes, except those that are exemipt
under the provisions of the Bill.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: There will not
be much left for the people very soon.

The Premier: But everyone pays under
this proposal.

Hon. Six James Mitchell: That makes it
worse.

The MINISTER FOR HLEALTH: From
the £C217,000 that w~ill be collected, there will
have to be deducted £29,000 that was taken
last year. That amount is fixed on an
estimate of paymlenats to private hospitals
at the rate of 6s. per day. Onl top of that
there will have to be deducted £C80,000 that
wits collected frow the public and from. in-
stitutions and so forth last year. Hon. mnem.-
bers will see that we shall not get such a
very large amiount from the tasx. It is esti-
mate that the hospitals will receive £130,000
per annuml, on the basis of payments of
6s, per patient per day, and that will leave
an estimated balance of £58,000 for the fur-
ther exteasion of hospital requairemnents.

flon. Sir. James Miteliell: I hope the
Treasurer will pay 10 per cent. interest o13
the balance.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
fund will be controlled at the Treasury.

Ron. G. Taylor: We will have to shift
that control.

The MINISTER FOR HIEALTH: I aut
satisfied to have the fund controlled there.
As a matter of fact, the fund will he con-
trolled 'by trustees who will be onl the board.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- Another board!
Mr. Sampson: What a~bout interest onl

the balance?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I ant

not looking for interest onl thle capital in-
volved, but I am desirous of getting suff-
cient money wvithout harming anyone, iC
possible, so as to lprovide an efficient hos-
pital service throughout the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: You do0 not provide any-
thing in the Bill for capital cost?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
the provision is paurely for maintenanee,
and I believe that arrangement will continue
for at least two years. We will have to
allow for £30,000 subscribed by the public
ais the result of various appeals that were
made throughout the State last year. Thle
amount was not quite £C30,000, bult I place
the amount at that round figure. If the
Bill becomes law, there will be no more of
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those appeals. As a watter of fact, we have
also to allow for administrative costs, and
I do not anticipate that they -will amount
to more than £5,000 a year. I may be
asked how that can be done. It will be
possible because, while we have not exactly
limited the powers of the trust, we have
provided that those powers shall be some-
what akin to those of trustees of friendly
societies. They ilil have a say in regard
to the expenditure of money, but not too
much say in thle administration of the fund.
I believe the fund can he administered by
the Heath Department satisfactorily, be-
cause the necessary machinery is in exist-
ence in the department to enable the work
to be carried out. At the p~resenlt time the
department is administer-ing the affairs of
29 hospitals throughout the State, and the
officers concerned know the work from be-
ginning to end. The mnembers of the board
or trust that will he set up, will be paid
'so much per meeting-, when their services
are necessary.

Hon. G. Taylor: A lot depends upon the
members of the trust from the financial
point of view.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTHl: Yes.
It is intended that the trust shall consist of
public servants, and certainly one of them
vshall be the Under Treasurer.

Mr. Teesdale. Are the mncmbers of the
present board being paid 9

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
Mr. Teesdale: Then why pay the members,

of the board you arc going to set uip?
The MAINISTER FOR HEALTH: Be-

cause the members of thle trust will have
niore responsibility than the present board
shoulders. They will have control of £217,000
a -year, and in the circumstances I think
it is only reasonable to pay the trustees
some fee. If the Bill is agreed to, the
amount to be paid to the trustees will not
exceed £250 par annum, altogether. While
1 estimate that the administrative costs will
amount to £5,000, I desire to mention the
faet that at present the Medical Department
has a staff employed for the purpose of col-
lecting hospital dues. That staff costs about
£C3,000 a year. Should the Bill be agreed to,
the members of that staff will find their
avocation gone, but, on the other hand, they
w-ill form part of the service for the pur-
pose of the administration of this measure.

'Mr. Thomson: Could not the Health De-
partment undertake these duties?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It
,would be most difficult. I think the fund
land its operations should be controlled by
a trust. Quite apart from that, I do not
know that. I could mnake the Health Depart-
ment a body corporate. I would not attempt
to introduce a Bill that would give control
of up wards of £217,000 per annumt to any
section of the community that could not be
converted into a body corporate that could
sue or he sued. Hence the suggestion for
the appointment of a trust. Some hon. mom-
hers may say that immediately the Bill be-
conmes law%, there will be an immense demand
for extra hospital accommodation. T am
prepared to admit that that will probably
be the result.

Mr.. Thomson: But there could hardly be
a niuch greater demand than there is at
present.

The MINISTER FOR HEA.LTH: That
is so. I was going on to point that out. The
only difference will be that if the Bill is
arced to the people will have the right to
demand extra accommodation, whereas to-
day they have not that rightk Of course I
know that I, as Minister for Public Health,
will come in for criticism or praise, lust
according to how this proposal proves effec-
tive. I have received a fair amnount of criti-
cismn, and I say without hesitation that I am
prepared to take any criticism that is
levelled at rue for the time being for lack
of accommodation if we cannot provide it
uder the provisions of the Bill. I know

that for a time it may be rather difficult, but
irrespective of whether we have legislation
of this description or none at all, there must
be considerable expenditure in the near
future upon the provision of hospitals in
the metropolitan area. The country dis-
tricts can continue as they have done ina the
past. Where the provision of hospital
faciltifes are necessary those facilities must
be provided. On the other hand, if hon.
members consider the overcrowded state of
the Perth Hospital to-day, they will under-
stand what I mean when I say that irrespec.-
tive of this legislation, we must spend a lot
of money in order to provide more hospital
accommodation in the metropolitan area. I
wish to emphasise the point that I amn of the
opinion that no more additions under exist-
ing conditions should. be provided at the
Perth Hospital. WhVen additional expendi-
ture is incur-red in the metropolitan area, it
should be in the direction of providing an
intermediate hospital where I, or the Pre-
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utier, or the Leader of the Opposition could
go for attention if we so desired.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: Why should we
not go to the Perth Hospital 'I

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Be-
cause they would not take you in there. If
the Leader of the Opposition met with an
accident in the street, he would, of course,
be admitted if he were taken there, but he
would be removed from the hospital as soon
as possible. I do not wish to say anything
in disparagement of the private hospitals in
the metropolitan area, but it is a, fact that
at no private hospital anywhere in the State
are the same facilities available as at the
Perth Hospital. Seeing that the general
public will be paying for hospital services
if the Bill is agreed to, it is up to us to see
that if we spend money on hospitals in the
future, we shall provide an intermediate hos-
pital that will be of benefit to people who at
present cannot secure the treatment that is
available at the Perth Hospital.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That means to
say that in this democratic country you will
have grades!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I want
to give all the people the same opportunities
to secure medical attention. If I were sick
to-morrow and I had the right to select
which hospital I would go to, I would choose
the Perth Hospital in preference to any
other hospital in this State.

M1r. Sampson: There is no need to reflect
upon the other hospitals!

The MINISTER FOR WEALTH: I am
not. That is an unnecessary remark for the
hon. member to make. The point I am
making is that the private hospitals have
not the same facilities.

Mr. Teesdale: A remark like that will not
assist any hon. member in his election.

The MINTISTER FOR HEALTH : In
addition to that, hon. members must realise
that if there is a serious case being attended
to at the hospital, the patient has, not only
the advantage of his own doctor, bnt of the
experts who are at the hospital every day.
Experts in every branch are available for
the patient's doctor to consult.

Mr. Thomson: The Perth Hospital should
have the most up-to-date appliances.

The NIFISTER FOR WEALTH: Yes,
and the institution has the most up-to-date
appliances. I ama glad to he able to say
that the services rendered by the hospital
are exceedingly efficient, and that is greatly

in the interests of the people who cannot
afford to pay for those services. On the
other hand, people who can afford to pay
for such services should have the right to
equally efficient medical attention.

Air. Lindsay: That is quite right,
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In

working out the estimates, we have allowed
for a 10 per cent. increase. Of course we
must anticipate that there will be an in-
creased demand for accommodation. Out-
side the Perth Hospital and the Children's
Hospital, there is ample room for increased
accommodation. Nearly every hospital could
take more patients. At the Oernldton hos-
pital, which has heen overcrowded at times,
there is a big ward that merely requires
furnishing and then ample accommodation
wvill be available for a 10 per cent. in-
creased demand in that town. The same
thing applies at Bunbury where there is a
ward that only needs furnishing. That, how-
ever, takes mioney. I do anticipate some
increase, but the increased accommodation is
not required so badly anywhere as in the
metropolitan area. As regards the method
of collection, we propose that the tax on
wages and salaries shall be collected by
mecans of a hospital tax stamp of 11/d. in
the pound. That, however, is not made
mandatory, and I do not think it would be
reasonable if it were. Take the Midland
Junction workshops, for instance; with the
large number of employees, there, ifeach
man had to sign and cancel his hospital
stamp, it would take probably a day and a
half to pay the men, whereas at present they
are paid in 1V/2 to 134 hours. With big
concerns such as the Midland workshops and
firms like Roan;, Ltd., provision is made in
the Bill similar to that operating on the
goldfields, namely that the amount may be
deducted from the employees' wages and
paid in as a lump sum to the trust. That
will overcome the difficulty of collecting
f rom. a large number of employees. In such
instances, the trust must be satisfied by the
production of audited balance sheets.

Hon. G. Taylor: The Truck Act will not
touch you, will it?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Solicitor General informs me that it will
not;- I have put that aspect to him. Those
people who are in receipt of income other
than wages, that is those who do not receive
salary or wages but have other income and
supply returns to the Taxation Department,
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wvill be taxed on the amounts submitted to
the Commissioner of Taxation and it will
he collected in that way.

MAr. Lindsay: Will they be taxed on the
gross or net income?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
are certain deductions, but the tax will not
be levied on the amount assessed for income
tax. I do not think it would be fair to do so.
Under the Income Tax Act a taxpayer re-
ceives certain deductions from his income
before he is assessed, but such deductions
certainly represent income, and on that in-
come ho should pay the hospital tax.

M1r. Lindsay: The only deduction would
be for children.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: He
'would not get. that deduction for hospital
tax it this Bill were passed.

Mr. Lindsay: That could be struck out,
but what are the others?

The MIN) STER FOR HEALTH: I shall
give the hon. nkember at least eight in-
stances.

Hon. Sir Jamies Mitchell: It will be neces,
sary to send in another return.

The MINIUSTER FOR HEALTH: Not at
all; the Leader of the Opposition is quite
wrong there. 1 have discussed this measure
with the Coniissioner of Taxation.

Hion. Sir James Mritchell : R~ave von dis-
cussed it with Mr. IHuelin ?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
and in passing let me say that 'Mr. Huelin de-
serves considerable credit for this Bill. He
initiated the schieme and I am preparedl
to grici himi the credit for it. Let
me make it pin iii, however, that no
extra return will he required. There are
some people in receipt of a small income
front businesses who do not send in taxation
returns, because they are not earning up to
the limit for which it is compulsory to sup-
ply returns. Let me point out, however, that
all businesses are supposed to supply returns
ie,_ardless of' whether the~'are earning or not.
Some people, however, do not supply then:.
and for small mien forms will he provided
in the nature of a declaration and any agent
appointed under the measure can codtify it
and the tav may' be paid without the need
for~ siplvinL- returns to the Coininiss ioner
of Taxation. Hence we are makine-r it at

easy a we rap for everyone who has tr-
Pay.

[63]

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: It does not
sound easy.

The M1INISTER FOR HEALTH: But we
shall not make things so easy that anyone
who should pay will he allowed to escape.
Wherever a man or woman has a legitimate
income, I think we have succeeded in mak-
ing provision for that person to pay the In\
of 1 d. in the pound. I go so far as to
say that I do not know of any tax imposed
on the peoplec of this State about which there
would be less genuine complaint than about
the hospital tax.

Mr. Sampson : li1o You think you will
caUtch somec of those people who at present
do not pay?,

The -MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I think
wi. shall. (If course there will 1)e a few iin-

pjevcors. The hou. member is evidently refer-
ring to mn who do casual work.

Mr. Sampson: And wvho sometimes mas-
querade under another name.

Tile -MINISTERt FOR HERALTH: Thai
will not matter because the stamp must ap-
pear on the wages sheet. If a worker turns
up at a hospital and cannot produce evidence
that he is a contributor, hie will have to pay
hospital fees, and so it will make all workers
a little c-aret;;!i. Under the measure, also hotl;
employer and employee will be held liable for
the stamping- of wrages sheets, and .1 doiot
think any employer would let a man off with-
out stamping.

Mr. Thomnson: Ts that the duty of the
emnployer?

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Everyone will be
a tax ga1therer under this mecasure.

TYhe MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Then
hie will he a tax gatherer for a good pur-
pose. There are some people to whom we
aire not extending the hospital benelit tinder
this st-henm. A\mongst those aire maternity,
V.1). and repatriation catses.

Mr. Sampson: Why not V.D. eases?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Be-

c-nose the 'y are part paid for hr he!( Coin1-
nonwcaltib Goveritment and I do not see why
wve should let them oif. Suchl patients will
stll have to pay. They need not get VII).
an less they like, so they can easily escape.

Member: Query' !
Tue MTINISTER FOR HEALTH: They

take risks they sh-lnd not take. I see no
niecess~ity for exempting them or for exemupt-
mug repatriation cases, the latter being pro-
vided for by the Commonwealth Government.

1711



[ASSE-MBLY.)

WVorkers' compensation cases will also ht
exempted, but f wish to explain that the
worker who mueets with an accident and is
entitled to £100 medical and hospital ex-
penses, if detained in hospital after the £100
has been cut out, will come under the
scheme the same as anyone else.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: So that be
will have to pay twicae for it.

The MKINI STEE. FOR HEALTH: No,' he
will pay only once. An employer perhaps,
may have to pay a small fraction more by
way of insurance premium on account of
the £100 the worker would receive, but the
worker would be paying nothing. I will
not have it that in such an instance the
worker would be charged twice. The Bill
proposes to impose the tax on all incomes
from El per week upwards, but the exemp-
tions are old age and invalid pensions, and
returned soldiers' pensions. While I have
been discussing the provisions of this
measure with the department, the only
complaint I have received has come from
the postal officials who are paying into a
superannuation fund. They ask for some
relict and after considering the matter, I
ani of opinion. they are entitled to
relief. They -will have to pay on their
income the same as other people, but if
they remain in the service long enoughi
to receive superannuation, the superan..
nuation will not be class;ed as income for
the purposes of this tax, and they will not
have to pay on it.

Hon. Sir James Aitchell: There is not
much comfort in that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I anq
not so sure of that; -I think it is quite fair.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will still have ac-
cess to the hospital.

The. MINISTER. FOR HEUALTH: They
will get the same benefit as anyone else froma
the fund. Reg-arding the financing of hos-
pitals, I mentioned that the Children's Hos-
pital was pretty hard pressed this year. Al
present it is between £3,500 and £4,000 be-
hind. The Perch hlospital -started the finan-
cial year with a debit balance of £1,200, anA
b~y the end of October it had increased to
V.300. rnder existinar conditions, that hos-
pital is going- to the bad] at the rate of aboul
£500 per month. Those facts go to show
that even if this Bill does go through-I
hope it will-

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: It is so comn-
plicated that we may oppose it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: For
the first 18 months we shall not get all the
revenue we are entitled to, particularly
from the Taxation Department, and there
is considerable leeway to be made up. Dur-
ing the first IS months of the operation
of the measure, the hospitals will still be
pretty hard pushed. If I am still in charge
1 shall keep a pretty tight hold of the finance
to ensure that hospitals do not get all they
ask for immediately the tax is put into op-
eration. If they got all they asked for, we
should soon be landed in difficulties.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: You are going
to clear up the deficits of all of them wvith
this taxi

The IISE FOR HEALTH: Not
all of them.

Mr. Lindsay: Of all the Government los-
pitals I

The MXINISTER FOR HEALTH:- Of the
Oovernment hospitals I think. It is the
public hospitals s.-uch as the Perth Hospital
and] the Children's Hospital.

Mr. Sampson: That is a distinction with-
out much difference.

The MINIMSTER FOR HEALTH: There
is a. lig differvee. I do not want the lion.
memiber to keep ofl arguing that the Perth
Hospital is a Government hospital. Per-
haps it is regarded by a large number of
people as such, but it is the Perth Hospital
and is muanagcd by a board. The board has
sole control. True it is subsidised by the
Governinent, but it is no more a Govern-
ment hospital than is any other hospital in
the State is run hr a committee. As a
Imtter of fact, wve have to pay the Perch
Hospital a fairly big subsidy. For a con-
s ideval tig hre has been a controversy as

to the best method of raising funds for htos-
pitals. Sonic 2V2 years ago 1 introduced a
Bill to sanction the conduct of lotteries in
order to raise funds for hospitals. The
meaisure passed this Chamber with flying
colours, but was defeated in another place.

Mr. Thomson: How nmuch revenue did
you estimate you would get f romn that
measure?

The MINISTER FOR HEEALTH: In the
vicinity of £40,000 a -year.

Mr. Thomnson: Tasmania gets £111,000.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Tas-

man gets money fromn practically the
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whole of the civilised world and certainly
from all over Australia. Various other
schemes have been mentioned and several
propositions wvere submitted to me as 'Mini-
ister. Some time ago the Government ap-
pointed a committee consistino- of the ANs-
sistant Under- Treasurer-, Mr. Reid of the
Statistician's Department and the Secretar 'y
of-the Health flepatmrent, -.%r, Hoelin, t-P
consider the various schemes. The comn-
mittee presented a report and if any menw-
her read it lie could not fail to come to the
conclusion that tue nt-e right in recommend-
ing, one or two conmpulsory taxation schemes.
Two propositionis were put up; one wati
the payment of a flat rate by each head of at
family as a wage-earner, or catch twage-
eat-tier to pay 73/.d. per week, which wvould
amount to just about what P'/d, in the
poiud on aill itncoines would cime tot. Per-
sotnally I could tiot ag-ree to tax a man on
£1,000 a year at the i-ate of 71,d. a week,
andt the man on Li1 a week the same amount.
I admit they are all getting the same benefit,
but the main drawing the larger- income is
better- able to pay than the mail receiving
a small inconie. I could tiot accept that
proposal anid recoummended for adoption the
11/d. in the pound. That committee also
wvent into a schleme that has been discussed
very freely and about which a good deal
has been written in the weekly Press, natniely,
premium bonds. As a matter of fact, I
submi tted the premiurn bond system to thz
committee to investigate. The committee
turned it down and, when we go into it, wve
are surprised to find the amount of money
it is necmar to raise in order to make a
success of it. I thoroughly agree with the
recommendation of' the committee in respect
of premium bonds.

Hon. G. Taylor: They gave a reason?
The 'MINSTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.

I would like to rend to the House what the,
committee had to sat- on the subject of pre-

iumia bonds-
In 1908, the British House of Commons ap-.

pointed a joi nt select committee to consider
the advisalbilitv of amending the latw in re-
gafrd to the suppression of lotteries. This eonm-
inittee examined the effect of the issue of
piremium b~onds, and som~e of the evilence is
of interest in connect ion with this inquiry.
The evidetnce revealed one significant feature
fin regard to the issue of premium bonds, which
'vaq that the Stock Exchange of London would
not arrange for the purchase of them. Neither
didl it allow its m~emhers to deal in thenm. From
thme evidence of witnesses wvho wrere memibers

of the Stock Exchange, it appears that the
reason why such honds we're nor quoted on the
Exchange tias hecause it was considered that
their issue was illegal, as it was held that the
bonds were ii) the nature of a lottery, and as
such could not be countenanced 1)) the Ex-
change. The vfteet of this exclusion frm. the
quotations was that negotiations in regard to
lpremum bonds had to he effected] througb
birokers who were not members, and over whose
actions the Exchange had, of course, no con-
trol. The consensus of opinion of the wit-
nesses tvlo gave evidence before the select com-
m ittee appeared to be that the issue of pre-
ntou bonds was in the nature of a lottery, and

that their appeal wuas to the gambling instinct
of the people. Whet, consideration is given to
the possiIbilities of the issue of premium bonds
lfl tils State for the financing of hospitals,
severalI disadvantages are apparent. Accord-
ing to the figures which the committee has
obtained, a Sun, of approximately £200,000 per
annuot twill be requiredt in addition to the
Money received from Consolidated Revenue and
from the entertainnments tax, to .5 nailee the
hospitals of the State. If this amount haa to
be found by the issue of premiumi bonds, a
fairlv large capital sun, will lhave to be sub-
scribed. Assumning that one-half of the interest

pyh-on the bonds will be devoted to the
assistance of hospitals and the other half to
the pnI-aont of interest and pizes, it is oh)-
'-ious that the annual amount necessary twill
be £400,000. If the rate of interest payable
on thte bonds is -5 per cent., the amount subt-
scribed will live to be £8,000,000.

I do not think any hon,. member will say
tha t b- thle issue of premium bonds we hav'e
a hope, wvithina the next 20 years, of raising
£8S,000,000.

irr. Teesdale: Other countries have made
a success of it.

The MINISTrER FORl HEA.TH: But a
lot of them tire going out of it now. The
statement goes on-

A further point to he considered is whether
thle issue rif premium bonds would violate any
of the provisions of the agreemient wth the
Loan Council.

The committee conclude their report on the
subject of premium bonds by saying-

In, view of all the circumstances, therefore,
and after havianZ given the matter very care-
ful consideration, the comnmittee feel that they
' niuot recommend the system as being by anx-
means no economical method of hospital fin-
ance.

T have rend extracts from the report for
the pin-pose of having them included in
"Hatisad" so that they may be a record
in tlhe fol t of a reply to the continual state-
metnts tlint have been mande, p~articuilarly by
the "Sunday Timies,'' that by the issue Of
preiumn bonds we would overcome all our
difficulties in respect of hospital finatnce.
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When we come to realise that to get £200,000
,we would have to raise £8,000,000, I say
that it would not be possible to get sufi-
cient by means of premium bonds for tihe
next 20 years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Let us have a
try.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I be-
lieve that the method suggested by the corn-
jmittee, and which I am submitting to the
Rouse, is much more economical, and I will
go so far as to say that instead of going
to the cost that would be involved in raising
the money by means of premium bonds, it
would be much more economical for the,
people of Western Australia to be taxed. I
have had some figures prepared with re-
gard to the hospitals as they stand at the
present time, that is, the larger hospitals,
and the position they will he ink under the
proposed scheme. I do not want hon. meam-
bers to believe that if the Bill goes through,
the present subsidies wxill continue; they will
have to be revised.

Hion. G. Taylor: Will the Bill relieve the
Treasury?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH; No.
The same amount -will be paid, but the in-
cidence of the payment will be different.
The Perth Hospital will benefit under the
proposed schenie more than any other in-
stitution because, it has, on an average
about 4033 beds occupied per day. Taking
the year 1927, the income derived by that
institution from patients' fees was £C17,215,
and the subscriptions and donations and ap-
peals of all descriptions came to £6,660, or
a total income front those two sources-and
they are the only two that would he wviped
out by the Bill-of £23,875. Under the
proposed scheme, by the payment of Os. per
day per bed occupied, the Perth Hospital
would have received in that year for the
same number of patients, £43,927. In other
words they would have benefited to the ex-
tent of £20,052, inceluding their patients' fees
and collections. The Children's Hospital will
not benefit to anything like the same extent,
In 1927 that institution, from patients' fees
and contributions raised, received £2,529,
and their subscriptions and donations
amounted to £10,114, a total income of
£12,043. At 6s. per day per bed occupied
they wonld have received in that year
£15,449, or a benefit to them of £2,806. The

Freman tie Hospital, in 1927, collected in
patients' fees £3,921, and from subscrip-
tions and donations £4,448, or a total of
£8,309. At Os. per bed per day occupied
they would have received £C8,334, or a loss
of £35 on the year's transactions. Taking
all the departmental hospitals which for the
same year averaged 861 beds occupied, there
was collected from patients' fees, from
midwifery cases, approximately £5,000,
from workers' compensation cases £2,500,
and from other cases £29,756, a total of
£37,256. Under the proposed scheme, at
6s. per bed per day occupied, they would
have received £33,613-eselusive of the fees
for midwifery -and workers' compensation
eases-or an advantage to the whole of
those institutions comuhined of £3,857. These
hospitals include all the institutions in the
North-West, and total 32 or 33. 1 (10 not
think there is any need to say much more.
I confidently submit the Bill to the House
believing that it will receive sympathetic con-
sideration here. I am optimistic enough to
believe also that it will have very little, if
any, opposition in another place, and if
that is the case I am, satisfied that wve shall
he able to proclaim it by February next.
It will take us until that time to prepare the
machinery of organisation, and we cannot
start our operations until we are ready to
collect everywhere. I do not suppose we
shall get any revenue under the Bill until
at least the 1st March.

Hon. 0. Taylor: Y01 have made provis-
ion ini the Estimates to carry on until then?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If it is as com-
plicated as it sounds, you will not be ready
by then.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: When
the lion, mnember has had time to carefully
peruse the Bill he iiill find there is nothing
complicated about it, that it is straightfor-
ward and simple. All that we have endear-
oured to do is to see that nobody escapes his
just liability. In my opinion the majority of
the people in 'Western Australia will prefer
the Bill instead of the methods that have
been ia existence for so long, thme street col-
lections consisting of button days, flower
days, wattle days, etc. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.
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BILL-QUARRY RAILWAY
EXTENSION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE MINISTER rOR WORKS Rion.
A. iICallui-Soutb Premantle--in reply)
[5.45J: Regarding the points raised by
the Leader of the Opposition, .1 should like
to say that after all the Bill is only an
enabling Bill to permit the Government to
enter into a lease of this laud in order that
the company may run this railway. The
idea was to provide in the lease for the
points raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, but it may be as wpell to have them
set out in the Bill itself as inatters. to be
especially dealt with in the lease, so that
there shall be no possible misunderstand-
ilig. Consequently I have put on the
Notice Paper amendments that I will move
to that end. The first point to be included
in the lease will he the right of the Gov-
ernment to resume this railway if it he
found necessary. At present there is every
indication that before long it will become
necessary for the working railways to
take over the line. It will be a busy line,
and the Ford Motor Works are now prc.
paring to erect buildings at a point where
they will require a spur from the existing
line, the old quarry railway, and the traffic.
will go over that line.

Mr. Teesdale: The Yankees will cut up
all Fremnantle presently and have it for
their own.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
better that they should come here and do
some of the work than that we should be
sending all our money to America.

Mr. Teesdale: You wvould not let our
own people cut up the place like this.

The MfINISTER. FOR WORKS: We are
providing that the Crown shall have the
right to resume the line, and that any per-
son or company or any Government ae-
partment shall have the right to use this
line tinder conditions to he mutually agreed
upon or determined by arbitratiou.

Mr. Tcesd ale: Go and try to establish
an industry in the Yankees' own. country,
and see what assistance they will give you!

The MTNITER FOR 'WORKS: The
question was asked what fuLel would be usedl
on the company'., locomotives. But it is
not the intention of ti company to own

their own rolling stock. The Government
rolling stock will be used, and the Crown
Law Department say that this is a usual
provision in a Bill for a private railway.
But it has no significance whatever, for the
company will be paying the department for
the use of the roling stock. As a matter
of fact, the company will be using Collie
coal exclusively at their own works, and
they have not any intention of using any
locomotive of their own, much less any
foreign fuels. So there is no signieance
in that point. I think the amendments of
which I have given notice will meet thE
points raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. It was our intention to have them
in the lease, but I agree that it will be as
well to have them clearly set out in the
Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I and 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Power to lease:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendmet.-

That after 'conditions,'' in line 12 of Sub-
clause 1, the following be inserted:-''(in-
eluding the power of resumption by the Crown,
subject to comapensation to the lessee).''

Amedment put and passed.

The ?tISTFJR FOR WORKS : I move
an amendment-

That the following be added to stand as
Subelause 3:-''(3) It shall be provided by
the lease that the lessee shall, if required b'y
the "Minister so to do, grant to an -y p)erson or
company or to any Government department,
the right to use the said railway by locomo-
tives and rolling stock on terms and coniditions
to be mutually agreed upon or determined by
arbitration.''

If the Minister thinks a company or per-
son or any Government department should
have the right to use that line, he will ad-
vise the original company accordingly, andl
the company shall be obliged to agree to
thie use of the line by other parties upon
terms and conditions which, failing agree-
ment, shall be determined by arbitration.
There is a possibility that other works may
he erected within this area and that other
people will want to use the line. It would
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be wrong to give the sugar company the
right to the exclusive use of the railway.
-1 have asked the company if they have any
objection to this amendment, and they have
said there is none whatever, that no doubt
they wvilt be able to make satisfactory ar-
rangements with those who desire to run
over the line.

lion. Sir JAMES IviTOKELL: I am
glad the Minister has added this provision
to the Bill. A fair length of this railway
can be used by other factories. It is only
right to provide that other people shall,
up1on1 terms and conditions, enjoy the right
to run over the line without any question
on the part of the original company. It
would be very unwise to leave out this
provision. The Minister requires to make
it very clear in his lease, and I have no
doubt he will do sn.

Ron. W. J. GEORGE: I have had con-
siderable experience of this sort of thing,
and I can say that however carefully the
Bill is framed, complications with other
people waniting to use the line are bound
to arise. Personally I1 think that payment
of the cost of construction of the line will
somewhat hamper any transactions between
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company and
other firms that may want to uise the line,
for the constructional cost of the line will
entail an annual charge in interest. When
other people want to use the line, an ar-
rangement will have to be muade for themi
to bear their share of the -cost. Will this
company pay anything for the right of
access to the Government lines!

Mr. Lamobert: Yes, £20 per annum.
Hlon. W. J. GEORGE: I do not want to

put any obstacle in the way of these people,
but I have had a good deal of experience
of this sort of thing, as the result of which
I am always a little chary about these mat-
ters. I should like to know where thesce
new works are to be built.

The MINISTER FOR. WORKS : The
compan-y have bought Billygoat Farm.

Hon. W. 3. GEORGE: Is there any land
there that can he used by other manufac-
turers?

The Minister for Works: Yes, plenty of
it.

Hon. W. 3. GEORGE: Then complica-
tions will arise very soon, for I am convinced
wre are going to have a number of new manu-
facturers here within the next five years.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that the
amendment is altogether satisfactory. The
Minister desires to protect those people in
the intervening territory between the present
termninus of the line and the sugar -works.
But it is provided that the company shall
grant to others the right, to use the railway.
I presume that the intervening territory is
territory owned by other people.

The Mlinister for Works : It is private
l and.

AMr. LA-MBERT: Apart from the use of
the line, the Government should have the
right to provide sidings for people owning
the intervenig territory. If a landowner
20 chains away from the terminus of the line
wanted a siding put in on the ordinary terms
of the Railway Department, it could not be
done unless the company agreed. The word-
ing of the amendment is not definite enough.
The intervening land will be rendered useless
unless an agreement can be arrived at with
the company ini regard to sidings, the com.-
pany being at both termini. Indeed, the
comipany aught say, "'We do not want any
sidings at all put in.'

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the Gov-
einmnit could resume the line.

INr LAMBERT: The history of Govern-
inent resumiptions of railways. in this State
is not a happy one. A mutual arrangement
w ith regard to sidings should be based on
the terms and conditions embodied in the
Governmnent Railways Act. Then there
would be an indication of what might be
expect ,ed if such a matter went to arbitra-
tion.

lion. Sir Jamnes MiNtchell: It is quite all
right now.

Mr. LAMNBELIT: It is not alt right. The
Bill as it stands means the locking up of the
intervening land as regards sidings. Another
a-,pect requiring a critical eye is whether the
State should not have a definite right to re-
sume in the case of an inner harbour scheme.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The argument of the
pevioius speaker has some force. I under-
stand that the land marked green on the
plan attached to the Bill has been resumed
lby the Government. Therefore that land is
Government property. It is proposed to
build the railway on a narrow strip, leaving
sionic 40 chains of pnivate land from start-
ing point to finishing point, excluding the
area on which the railway is actually laid.
Shall w*e agree to a Bill Lritiniracnnn

power to dietale ten?-- to otrli *?iflJertvy
o~wiers as to railway- access to tliazi-v own
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properties?~ It is easy to visualise the pos-
sibility of the Government obtaining a sid-
ing, rent of £20 a year from the company
and having to pay back to the !.ompany
£40 or £50 a year in respect of another
Isiding.

The Mfinister for Works: The Govern-
ment would not pay anything. [f a private
person wranted a siding, the private person
would have to pay.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That position would
be just as had. Under the amendment the
company would be able to charge what they
liked for accommodation to other people,
or, failing agreement, the question of the
charge would go to arbitration. 1'b3 Bill
should stipulate that other people -shall not
be charged more for siding accommodation
than the company pay to the Government.

Hon. IV. J. George: There are always
complications with this sort of mixedl owner-
shiv. I would sooner that the Government
them-Lelves built and owned the line., because
then we could deal with any occasion that
might arise.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I agree with the hon.
member. The right in respect of sidings
should be retained to assist in the indnstrial
development of the locality. Future appli-
cants for siding accommodation should not
he in a less favourable position than the
company. Certainly the company should
not be placed in a position to dictate to
others desirous of obtaining sidin-gs. I
would favour the Government building the
line under conditions to be agreed upon,
and then leasing it for a period to the comn-
pany, the Government always remaining
sole owner of the line, with the sole right to
say when, where, and under what conditions
other people may obtain railway facilities
for their properties. If that is not done,
and if the Bill is to be passed, we must make
it clear and definite that the company in
whose interests the first portion of the line
is being built shall have no veto as regards
the furnishing of similar facilities to -other
people after the line has been constructed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I move an amend-
met-

That in line 4 of thme proposed niw sub-clanse, af ter I"'right,"' the words "to construct
sidings or"' be inserted.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: 'L have
no objection to the amendment. Several
references have been made to matters that
would, in any event, have been included in
the leases. That applies to the amendment.

Amendment put and Ipassed; the new
subelause, as amended, ageed to.

Claus;, as amended, agreed to.

Schedules 1 and 2, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments,

BILLS (3)-ERTURIIED.

1, Police Offenzes (Drugs).

2, Jury Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

3, Wheat Bags.
With amendments.

EILL--MUqICIPAL AND ROAD
DISTRICTS ELECTORAL.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 24th October.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thaw) [7.35]: 1 ain sure the Minister muust
have felt some misgivings when he intro-
duced the Bill. I think he believes there
should be no qualifications at alt, and that
representatives should be elected to local
governing bodies in the same way as mem-
bers, are elected to this House. On the other
band, he does niot propose to do that, for
he leaves in the property qualification. The
Minister talked about Parliamentary repre-
sentation in England and the large numbers
that had been added to the electoral rolls.
He talked a lot about democracy. We hear
a terrible lot of nonsense talked about de-
mocracy! It has nothing to dlo with this
question. The Bill cannot in any way be
regarded as democratic. Parliamentary re-
presentation, in spite of what the Minister
said, is one thing and the representation
of ratepayers on local governing bodies is
quite another question. Parliament is able
to do many things that local authorities can-
not do. A great deal of our time is spent
in saying what people shahl do or 'whbat they
shall not do. We frequently take away
their liberty, and provide penalties for all
sorts of imaginary offences. We often do
stupid things, but we do not allow the
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local governing authorities to do any.
thing of the sort. We limit their collec-
tions to sufficient to cover the cost
of services that are rendered. They are
merely business concerns just like any other
business. We must not confuse the two
positions. We must not confuse our au-
thority with that delegated to local govern-
ing bodies. Very often the Government
render services for which they are paid but
the person who pays does not receive the
full service. 'According to the Minister,
although he has left in the property qualifi-
cation, it will not matter whether a man
has property in respect of which he pays
£5 or £C500. The Minister said that we can-
not tax Hay-street. That is quite true. It
is a charge against those carrying on the
businesses; and irrespective of whether those
businesses are profitable or not, the respon-
sibility remains and any special tax ap-
plies to the value of the property. That is
passed on in the course of business. The
Palace Hotel, for instance, may pay as
much as a hundred houses in the suburbs.
When it comes to a question of the powers
of local governing authorities, we l)ermit
them to collect money only in respect of
specific services rendered. 0f coutrse We
know t-hat the property must pay for those
services. There can be no thought of de-
-niocracy in connection -with that class of
representation on tile various local autliori-
ties. So far as I know, there lies been no
demand for the Bill. I doubt if that de-
mand is in the mainds of any people, apart
from a very few. Of course we know there
are always n few people who will interest
themselves in this sort of question. Those
people will make denmands. Those deaards
will apply, not only to the qualifiea~ion of
electors in connection with mounicipal and
road districts, but in respect of -ill sorts
of things. They refer to their interests
as those of social reform-. Tlci vast
majiority, however, are indifferent. All they
desire Is to be allowed to remain in peace,
to walk on good footpaths, and to have de-
cent facilities. They are not concerned
about voting powers. As a rule there is a
diffiulty in getting themn to rote at all. To-
day we have provision for plural voting.
The MIinister desires to abolish that system,
but still he allows property to be the decid-
inug factor. Hle declares that property, irre-
spective of whether it is worth P5 or £10,
shall have the same voting strength as pro-

party wvorth £10,000 or £100,000. He says
it does not matter how much the tax paid
may be; so long as a man has to pay a pro-
perty tax, he will have the right to a vote.
Irrespective of how, much property a man
may hold, or how much money has been bor-
rowed by him for various purposes wvithin
a municipality, that person will have no
mnore voting strength then the smallest tax-
payer. It might be argued that there should
be 110 such qualifications at all. That policy
was adopted in Sydney, with the result that
a civic commission is now administering the
affairs of that city. We do not want that
sort of thing in this State. If property is
to determine the representation oni local gov-
erning authorities, then -we cannot argue
against plural voting.

The Minister for Justice: Carrying that
argument to its logical Conclusion, a man
with £100,000 would have 100 votes!

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL. On the
other hand, we say it would be better to
leave the position as it is. To-day no one
can have more than four votes. What is
suggested by the Guvernment is ilogical. In
fact we do miany illogical things. We fix.
our electoral houndaxries in an illogical way.
We do things in that way because it is wiser
to pursue that course. I do not argue that
wve should increase the proportion of votes
for property, but I do argue that there is no
demand for any change from the present
systemn. When the Minister argues that there
is a demnand, 1 cannot follow him. Then
ag-ain be says that a man may have property
i n two different road board areas, and may
have a. -vote in respect of each road board.
But if thant mafn has property in two wards
of one road board district, he can exercise
his vote in one of the wards only. That is
surely illogical. Wbheu it comes to control-
ling the powers of local governing bodies we
ha ve to do the things that will produce de-
cent government, and we do the things we
believe to be right and] wise. Since the ser-
vice is a special oiio, there is no reason why
we should interfere with the present system,
whichi does provide for more than one vote.
The Minister wishes to mnake this change,
qluite wrongly and improperly) I think. He
said that before he brought down any fur-
tlier legislation for the control of local auth-
orities-and hY the way this Bill dears with
municipalities and road boards--he must ha
hafve this; amendment earnied. I think
that was a very improper thing to
say. If the M~unicipal Corporations
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Act and Road Districts Act need
amending, they should be amended, even
if we retained the present qualification.
It seems to me that the Minister, to be log-
ical, should have removed the qualification
altogether. I know that is what he believes
he ought to have done, hut he has not done
it. ]t is true that people who own a house
may collect the reat and retain the vote, but
there will be considerable responsibility in
the metropolitan area by the time the council
borrows all the money necessary to make the
city what it should be, and a serious respon-
s~bilitv also rests upon many road boards.
I do not know how much the local author-
ities have borrowed, but I think the Premier
is holding a considerable sunt by way of
sinking fund onr money borrowed by local
authorities.

Tire Premier: They have borrowed about
£70,000 of Savings Bank funds in the last
six months.

Honi. Sir JAMES MITCHELL; That is
all a charge against property; the property
becomes the security.

The Premier: They are borrowing from
the Savings Bank instead of from other
sources.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
have borrowed considerable sums from the
Commonwealth Bank. If there was any
question about the payment of interest the
Premier would have the right to collect
the rates and taxes to cover his in-
terest. Thus property is responsible.
I cannot for the life of me see how it can
be argued that the smuall property and tile
big property should shoulder a totally dif-
ferent responsibility. I hope the Minister
will not insist upon passing this Bill. I
come into contact ur4th many people engaged
in local governing work and I have never
heard any one of them object to the present
method of electing representatives. I think
we should leave the local authorities a good
deal freer than we do leave them in the con-
trol of their own affairs. They asunme con-
siderable responsibility; they are helping to
develop the country, and they are certainly
helping to make life more pleasant for the
people. They are taking the responsibility
for rendering a special service, and they
are accepting the continued liability for the
work they are putting in, and therefore wa
should leave the qualification as it is. My
democratic friend opposite cannot be sat-
isfied with the Bill he has put up.

The Premier: It operates in most other
countries of the world.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does
in some countries and some places have gone
still further. I am not inclined to support
the Bill. The present system has been tried
for years and has worked very well indeed.
If it is right there should be some quali-
fication, then it is right there should be a
greater number of votes for a considerable
property than for a small property. In
all these matters, however, it is a matter
of securing the best possible management.
We are charging the local governing au-
thorities with special responsibilities ana
limiting their opportunities, for we say that
the work of each shall be confined to a small
area for which the area shall pay. That be-
ing so, we can well stand by the Act as it
exists and not agree to this amendment.

MR. LATHAM (York) [7.52): The Bill
introduced by the -Minister for Works is
simply to alter the franchise-nothing else.
I am sorry we have not before us a corn1-
prehenusive measure dealing with all the
shortcomings in Iboth the Municipal Cor-
porations Act and the Road Districts Act.
Baa a more comprehensive measure been
introduced, it is possible this amendment
would have been given a better reception.
I cannot understand the Government's
bringing down a measure containing this
one provision to alter the ratepayers, fran-
chise. At the conferences held in this State,
both municipal and road board, there has
never been a request for such an alteration.
I do not think there is anything unreason-
able in the existing provision. if a man
pays half-a-crown a year be is entitled to
have his name on the electoral list. If he
pays £260 a year, or anything approaching
that amount, he is entitled to four votes.
When we consider the duties of municipali-
ties and road boards we realise that they
have very limited powers. Let me explain
what their powers are in order to show
whether there is any real justification fur
the alteration. The principal work is to
build roads and footpaths, and there is
very little else to do. As a matter of fact,
local governing authorities have no power,
although they may desire it, to run a hos-
pital for the benefit of the district. Under
Section 160, which clearly defines their
duties, they are not permitted to do any-
thing much outside of providing roads fo
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the transport of goods. In addition to the
money collected for that purpose, they have
power to borrow money to carry out their
works. The Minister made a point about
this State Jagging behind the other States
and other countries. I have hunted uip the
local governing Acts of Australia and I
can find that only New South Wales and]
Queensland have made the alteration. New
South Wales hats gene considerably further
by introducing an adult franchise. Bearing
in mind the publicity that the city of Syd..
ney lies received, I am not sure that its
example would be at desirable one to follow.
As the Governmneut found it necessary to
appoint a commnissioner to supersede tLim
Sydney City Council, I think the less we.
say about the increased power taken there.
the better. The p)owers granted in the Old
Country Ore totally different. I have not been
able to g-et from the "Laws of England" any
authority conveying the impression that the
principle of one-ratepayer-one-vote applies
there, but the functions of local governing
authorities in England are quite different
from those of local authorities here. Local
governing bodies in England take more the
form of provincial governments, something
like this State would be if the referendum on
the Financial Ag-reement were earnied. Our
position then would be nearly that of a glori-
fied province. When we investigate the duties
and functions of the London City Council
and of English couinty councils we find that
they are considerably greater than the duties
of our local governing bodies. Not only do
they control rands and footpaths but they
deal with education, police, hospitals, homes,
electric and gas supplies and tramns. They
control the slaughteriug of cattle for con-
sumption, hospitals including homes for the
mentally inflicted, and homes for other pur-
poses. Therefore they come so directly into
touch with the every-day life of men and
women that there may he some justification
for altering the franchise there. In this State
that does not apply. We collect rates and
borrow money and pool it and spend it for
the benefit of the people who contribute the
money, and it is only fair and reasonable in a
State like this to give to the man -who pays
the greater sumi a greater amount of power
and a bigger say as to how the money shall
be spent. After all, we pool the whole of
the money and we say to the man who pays
half-a-crown a year, "You shall have oem
vote," while to the man who pays Z100 a

year we say, "You shall have four votes." I
cannot see any reason for the alteration. The
ordinary man in the street is not affected al-
though the 'Minister said that all rates and
taxes are banded on. I should like to point
out that the farmer only wishes he was in a
position to pass on his taxation but it is im-
possible for him to do so. He has to bear alt
the taxes. He is in the unfortunate position
of having to buy his goods at a price fixed
by the seller, amid having to sell his produce
t a price fixed by the buyer. Hence

be cannot pass on his taxation. Con-
se4qently, there is justification for giv-
ing him greater power in the voting strength
of local government. I could quote quite a
number of conferences of local authorities
but I cannot possibly declare where the idea,
or the suggestion for the alteration came
from. So far as I know there has been
no such suggestion. I do not think we shall
improve our system. of government if the al-
teration is made. Therefore I feel satisfied
to allow the Act to remain as it stands. I
shall not vote for the second reading of the
Bill because there is no need for it, We
shall not get any better form of government,
and I amt sure that the people who are con-
trolling local government are men of whom
we may well be proud. When the request
for a change conies from them, I shall give
consideration to it. Until it does come from
them or from the ratepayers I shall vote
against any alteration. Right throughout my
district the opposition to this proposed legis-
latiomn is very strong. Therefore I shall vote
against the second reading of the Bill.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.3]:- I am sur-
prised that the Government have brought
down this Bill. There is absolutely no justi-
fication for it. No request for it has been
voiced at any road board conference; as a
matter of fact, the road board conferences
have taken an entirely opposite view. They
turned down the proposition not once but
time after time, and in spite of the fact that
the Government 'have been aware all along
of the attitude of the people, the Bill is
submitted for our approval. It is stated
that unless this measure is passed, the Road
Dlistricts Act and the Municipalities Act
cannot be amended. That savours of some-
thing in the nature of intimidation or a
threat; at any rate, it is not the class of
argument that one would expect from those
associated with the Premier.
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Mr. Marshall: You have not quite gripped
the position.

The Premier: Had there been a broader
franchise that catastrophe at lialamunda
would never have happened.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is the duty of a local
authority to give effect to the wishes of the
people inl these matters. Government by the
people for the people is supposed to lie a
plank of all so-called democratic govern-
ments, but how any Governmont ean claim
to represent people when time after time it
has been shown that it is not the wish of the
people to bring about a change such as is
proposed, I cannot say. Yotinu, is based on
the rates that are paid and those who are
elected to represent the people are expected
to see that the ratepayers' money is wisely
spent in the conistrnction and car e of roads.
Laud is valued aud a rate is imposed, the
object being to provide services for the
people by means of the money so raised. Of
all the organisations in the State none holds
ahigher position in the mnind of the public

than a road board or a municipal council.
The Premier: flow (:an You say that!
Mr. SAMIPSON: The records show it.

'[hose who are elected to those bodies give
oIP their tinie freely and devote their best
endearours in rendering ser-vice to 0I'v iate-

payers. The 'Minister who introduced the
Bill is himself the honorary president of the
Road Boards Aseociation and his action now
is diamnetrically opposed to the wishes of the
body that conferred the hionour upon him.

Mr. lanihert : I mar also lie a patron of a
foothall club but that would not count.

A.r. SAMINPSON : "if the lion. memnher
represented the Coolga-rdie Football.Club, he
would surecly act in atoordauce with their
wishes; hie would do what theY instructed
him to do.

Mr. Lindsay: Sorely there are not enough
people in Coolgardie, to formn a fonthall
club!

Mr. SAMPSON: If hie were making laws
for the governing of football clubs, hie would
give consideration to the advice of the club
of which he was nn officer. That is always
the proper course to adopt. I am surprised
ait the introduction of the Bill because there
is no justification whatever for it.

'Mr. Lambert: It has no mandate!I
Mr. SAMEPSON: It has been introduced

without a request, without its being shown
in dPiv watk that the road hoards; have asked
for it.

Mr. Lanuthert: Let us go to the country
and get a mandate from the bumbles and
particularly from the Kaimnunda bumbles,
or those of them that were not fired out.

The Premier: After baring beeu turned
down, don't you want to alter the franchise 7

M r, SAMIPSON: The proposition is
illogical. It has nothing to suppiort it from
the standpoint of logic. The Minister says
that if a district is divided into wards, the
ratcjpayer must select the particular ward in
which hie wants to vote. If he owns property
in more than one road board district, hie will
have a vote in each district. He may vote
in every road district and every munici-
pality througlhout the State. I cannot see
how this can possibly lie supported from
the standpoint of logic.

The Premier: It does not pretend to be
one mail, one vote?

Mfr. SAMPSON: There is provision in the
Bill that no man shall have more than one
vote in --my one road hoard or municipality.
A man may have a vote in a municipality
which is the centre of a big road district.
The road hoard district may extend per-
haps; a. couple of hundred miles and the in-
dividual would still have the one rote, even
if he owned a fourth of the territory.

The Premier: Do you see anything illogi-
cn1 in a man having a vote in the Perth
R-oad Hloard area, living, perhaps, at Aft.
Lawler and having another vote at BolgartY

Mr. SAMPSON: Personally I think a
in iishould have a rote in every district
where he pa ys rates;.

The Premier: But that is what you are
,.aying is illogical.

Ifr. SAMPSON: I say it is illogical be-
rese the votes, so far as wards are cu-
Priled, are separate and distinct.

The Premier: By Jove, are they?
M1r. SAMIPSON: Yes, and each ward is

debited with -Ii certain percentage of ad-
ruiinistrntive costs, and the works that are
carried out are debited to the particular
ward in which the work has been done.

The Minister for Railways: Sometimes
funds are re-allocated.

Mr. SA-IlISOIN: It is a most unusual
thing to re-allocate funds from one ward to
another. If the Perth Road Board or any
othier boardl horrowed money, the ratepaycrs
of the particular ward for which the money,
was borrowed would vote, and then only the
resident ratepayers would be the voters.
They would not vote as to whether money
should be spent in another ward.
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M.Clydesdale: SomeI ward m iay lie uvr-
drawn.

Mr, SAkMPSON : Their interest dimrges.
for the overdraft at tile brinik are paid. The
Premiier's referetic is not quite correct.
People have already expressed themselves
against any alteration of tire m-unicipA aol
road board franchise. [t is a great privilege
to represent people, id it is a privilege to
represent them according to their wishes..
Wve should always aim to do that.

Mr. Isasubert: It is a very convenient
"way to represent thenm.

Mr. SAIVPSON : Their wishes have been
clearly and detiniielv shown in connection
with thle franchise when votingw for thle ekee-
tion of members. Why then should we seek
to foist upon them a1 System they dto not
want? What object could be served by
compelling them to adopt a1 method which
finds no support in their ranks? There is
no argument to support it, and personrally T
hope thle Bill wvill be defeated onl the second
reading. I am not expressing merely a per-
sonal opinion: it i flhe npinrioin of pruetie-
cally everyone wino takces an interest in road.
board matters. There arc odd exceptions.
f have no doubt, and one may find some per-
son who will support the proposal. In this
case T. hope the Premier representing the
Mfinister for Works will. realise that since
Ihe people do not want this system, they
will be permitted to carry on their wvork inl
the manner that hans operated for so many
years past.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyny' ) [8.13]: The
Minister for Works when introducingL th e
Bill referred to the intrToduction of the Road
District Act Amendment Bill on a previous
occasion. He said that it had been submitted
twice and had been defeated. The actual
reason for the defeat of the Bill on both
occasions was the attempt. to put thron(A
what the SBill we are now discussing aims:
at. When submitting the present Bill to the
Blouse recentlyv, the Minister for Works dealt
with a good many subjects, thatt had nothingZ
to do with the question at issue. On the pre-
vious occasion he -withdrew the Bill hecaus-
of the amendiments that were made to it hr,
another place. To some of thos;e amend-
menits the Miuister agreed, but when it came
to the amendment with respect to plural
votinig, he il'rrmed thle Honse that the abo-
lition of plural voting- was, the policy of th?
Government, and that he could not accept
the amendment made by the Legislative2

Council. _Now lie- has introduced a separ-
ate Bill. No road board tonference har.
risked for this Bill. But for years past the,
local auLt hori ties have been asking for some

;irnnrnnentsto the Act. The blame cannot
lie laid on ;nnv tnimber of this House or of
rmothier place for the local authoritiesi not
lrrtvir, t got winrt threy asked for. The whole
of h1e rv'spoirsihiitv must lie on the shoud-
ders. of the 'Minister for Works. He has re-
fused to allow the Pill to go through, unless
tire provision fon- plural voting is :rbolilied.
l har attended every w rad board coinrfer-
ence. At the last one this question was dis-
cuvsed, and of) thle 150 delegates prIesent
onl ' two were in farvour of tile abolition of
piral voting; one was from Kalgoorlie ranl
the other from Narrogin.

Mr. Sleeman: Is. it wanted by the rate-
payers?

Mr. LINT)DSAY: In the courie of time let
us hrope the lion. member will he a member
of a road board. Then when he has to pay
his rates and still cannot get roads, probably
linp will squeal about it.

Mrt% Slecinan: That has nothing to do,
with the extra voting power.

Mrt- LiNDSAY: I will deal with the extra
voting power if the lion. member will re-
frain from interjecting, or at all events will
interject to the point. The Mfinister said.
"We onl this Side, of the House can claim
to be dlemocratic." What relation ha;, that
to the Bill? He then continued, "Because
we renres;ent all the hir electorates; in the
State, wvhere all the people are eonrregated."
Again T ask what, has that to dlo with the
Bill.' It is an important statement, of
cour11se. hut. T fail to see what relation it
hear to this measure. The Mlinister wvent onl
to Pay. "Tf it is, suggested, as is proposed,
that we should take the authority now in the
hands of Parliament and give it to the local
authorities." T have seen these two Bills,
aind T have yet to learn that we are givingr
the local authorities power to make la-ws.
Tt is we who, pass these Acts: it is; not the
local authorities whlo do it. U~nder their
own Act the local authorities are limited]
to certain powers. To say that we are
taking away the power- of Parliament and
evinir them to the local authorities is not
rizrbt. Tt ic; only Parliament that makes
laivz. The local authorities have no power
to make laws. The Minister continued.
"'We are not prepared to take away from
Parliament the powers it enjoys and band
them over to local authorities where one
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man can have four votes." I have yet to
learn that this Government or any other
Government are prepared to hand over to
local authorities the power enjoyed by Par-
liament. No local authority has ever asked
for it. I cannot find any argument put
up by the Minister for Works as to why
we should pass the Bill. On the subject
of local authorities I am not going to speak
as one of those representing the big elec-
torates of the State where all the people
are congregated. But I will speak as one
who represents no fewer than eight road
boards, since there are eight of them in my
electorate. Also I can speak as one who
has taken a keen interest in local authori-
ties, having been a member of a board for
something like 17 years. It cannot be said
that plural voting has pressed harshly on
any local authority. What does it mean?
It means that if the Bill is passed one man
who pays half a crown in rates will have
the same voting power as a man who pays
£100. After all, for what do we pay rates?
Principally in order that roads may be
made. That is the main object of a local
authority. And for what do we make roads?
For the carting of our produce. The man
who pays a half-crown rate hos very little
to cart, probably nothing at all. Probably
the rate be pays is for a small bumpy or
camp.

Mr. Sleeman: Who uses the roads most?
Mr. LINDSAY: The man who pays

most.
Mr. Sleemian: You pay only for what

you get.
Mr. LINDSAY: I agree with that. That

is the great underlying principle of a local
authority-you pay for what you get. But
unfortunately in this House we pass legis-
lation under which one has to pay some-
thing for what somebody else gets. From
my long experience of local authorities I
can say that in Western Australia they
have done their duty and have not received
any payment for it. I do not know of any
district that has asked for this Bill, nor
any district where an injustice has been
done through one man having four votes
and another man only one. This is all a
question of paying money into a fund for
the making of roads. Assuming that we get
this one ratepavy one vote system, even'
man in the country will have one vote. It
will mean that a portion of a road hoard
district paying one-tenth of the rates will

have half the voting power. Consequently
in all probability that area Will get
much more work done than it is entitled
to, while another district under the same
road board will not get justice. The quali-
fications for road boards are very low, and
any man who holds farming land must have
more than one vote. It does not require
any great qualification to secure all four
votes. But the people in the country dis-
tricts are the people who pay and the peo-
pie entitled to the votes they have got. It
has been suggested that greater interest
would be taken in local authorities if the
existing qualification were altered. I doubt
that. I do not think it would make any
difference whatever. But it would intro-
duce one thing not known in local govern-
ment to-day; it would bring politics into
local government. I would rue the day
when such a thing happened in Western
Australia. Yet that is what will happen,
as it has happened in every other place
where the one ratepayer one vote principle
has been introduced into local government.
So for that reason if for nothing else I1
will oppose the Bill. I attended the last
road board conference. The delegates pres-
ent represented all political shades of
thought, yet politics were never once
brought in, not even by members of Par-
liament or by Ministers.

The Premier: Except at special con-
ferences.

Mr. LINDSAY: At the last conference
the Acting Minister for Works treated us
to a fine speech, the speech of a statesman,
but he never touched upon politics. The
same thing occurs when we hold the con-
ference in country districts; there is no
question of polities. I hope it never will
be brought in and I think that if voting
be left as it is, politics never will be brought
in. Who has asked for the Billi Nobody
connected with the local authorities. No
local authority nor any road board confer-
ence has asked for it. The last conference.
turned it down with a bang. I have re-
ceived a letter from the Metropolitan Local
Government Association informing me that
at their conference also it was turned down.
Those people ought to know even better
than we do, for every day in the week they
are dealing with local authority matters
and so they shbuld know what the people
want. For the Minister for Works to talk
about taking away the powers of Perlia-
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meat and giving them to local authorities
only leaves us to believe that he was
romancing. I can hardly credit that be
believes it himself. 32 hope the House will
never pass a Bill that will give local auth-
orities equal power with Parliament,

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.26]: In my
view there is no justification whatever for
the Bill. It appears to be a hardly annual,
and it wvould not be going too far to say
that the speeches are merely repetitions of
what ls been said onl previous occasions.
The whole crux of the position is the, one
ratepayer one vote provision. We know it.
is the desire and aspiration of the Labour
Party to apply the one man one vote prin-
ciple to everything. But inl Mniciipal
affairs it cannot be applied. Take the city,
where wve may have a manl holding property
worth a million pounds. But there may be
in that property 100 tenants, and it is the
tenants that have the vote. We know, there
is not much love lost between tenants and
landlords. What, then, would be the result
of the introduction of the one man one vote
principle?' The landlord and his tenants
cannot have the same ideas in regard to
money matters- If a company is willing- to
come here and spend, say, £200,000, -should
they not he granted niore. votes than the
n who pays half-a-crown in rates?
Mr. Sleeman: But your rich foreign

companies are here for their own good, not
for the country's good.

Mr. BROWN: They help to) make the
city and the State. When people come here
from overseas and are willing to pay an
enormous price for Perth property, it
stands to reason they are doing good for

the country. The maximum is only four
votes, no matter what rates a man may pay.
There is no hardship in that. Despite
plural voting, the local authorities are al-
ways elected by small voters. What eon.-
munity of interest can there be between
the small man and the wealthy manl None
whatever. If it is proposed by a local
authority to strike a high rate or spend a
considerable sum of money in a certain
locality, wh'at does it matter to the man
who pays only half-a-crown in rates? It
is the other man who has to pay large
slims in, rates, and ni ne times out of ten he
manages to pass it on. I do not think we
should alter the existing system,. None of
our local authorities have asked for the

Bill. i believe the Government arc well
aware that there is no chance of putting
the Bill on the statute-book. Still, possibly
the Government are fulfilling their duty to
their electors by bringing down the Bill for
they will be able to say. "'We (lid our bedt,
lint it was thrown out in another place.''
That is what is going to happen, and nobody
knows it better than the Minister who in-
troduced the Bill. It would be absolutely
uinfair to carry the Bill. No hardship re-
sults from the provision for four votes, and
that is the whole crux of the Bill. I can-
not support the measure.

MR. THOMSON (Kantanning) [8.31].
The Government's attitude in introducing
this Bill is rather amazing. The Minister
has said that unless the Government are
able to dictate the conditions under which
local authorities shall work in future, other
amendments which have frequently been
requested by municipalities and road
boards will not be granted. That, I sub-
mit, is a wrong position for any Minister
to adopt. The hon. gentleman said, "When
we start to allot authority and power, we
want to know by whom those to whom
authority is allotted are elected, and whom
they represent." One would imagine that
a Minister making such an utterance was
introducing a Bill to deal with the admin-
istration of local affairs for the first time
in the history of Western Australia. As
mentioned by previous speakers, the Minis-
ter did not bring forward any evident
whatever to show why the amendlment pro-
posed by the Bill shmould h e mnade. If he
had given proof of a demand for such an
amendment, or proof of the existence of
abuses under the present system, members
on this side of the Chamber would probably
have been prepared to give more considera-
tion to the measure. I have been in thisi
House for many years, and I know that
.time after time there has been a request
for amendment of the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act. It is a matter for surprise that
such ardent believers in the unimproved
land tax as the present Government are,
have not introduced the necesary amend-
ment to secure to local authorities the
power to levy rates upon unimproved land
values. Suich a power exists in regard ca
road board districts, and has been re-
peatedly asked for by municipal con fer-
ences. Taxation of unimproved land values
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is alleged to be a plank of the Labour plat-
form, but the Government say, "We will
not amend tile Municipal Corporations Act
in that respect unless the provision permit-
ting a property owner to have four votes
is first deleted.'' With all due respect to
the 'Minister, I maintain that the man who
has to pay the piper should call the tune.
Local authorities have power to borrow,
and their Act contains a provision enabling
20 ratepayers to demand a poll in respect
of a loan. Surely the man with a property
carrying high rates is entitled to a little
more say in such a matter than is the man
with a small property. In my electorate
there is a water board under municipal con-
trol, and yet ratepayers pay as much as
£C46 a year by way of water rate without
requiring or using the water. They have
no need for the water, because they have
adequate supplies of their own. Still, it is
in accordance with the law that they should
pay, and they do pay. The man with a
small holding, however, would be quite pro-
pared to vote for the acceptance of greater
financial responsibilities by extending the
water scheme. It does not matter to him,
as he would have to pay only 5s. or 10s. a
year more. But it is a very serious ques-
tion to the man with larger assets involv-
ing a greatly increased rate. There is no
justification for the Bill. It has never been
asked for by the municipalities, or by a.
road board or municipal conference. The
Minister said, ''We want Parliament to
decide the basis of representation." Parlia-
ment decided many years ago a basis of
representation which has proved satisfac-
tory to the people administering local
affairs. When the Minister gave notice of
the introduction of the measure, I1 looked
forward to a comprehensive local govern-
ment Hill including- many of the alterations
which have been frequently requested. It
is most unsatisfactory to members on this
side to find that the Bill aims merely at
taking away a privilege that has been en-
joyed for many years. I regret to say this
is becoming a habit with Governments.
Certainly, the present Administration seem
to go out of their way to take away privil-
eges possessed bY ft! people. We boast of
our freedom, but Parliament is filching from
the people, slowly but surely, rights they
have enjoyed for many years. I oppose
the second reading of the Bill, because it

hasi not been asked for and because it will
be of no benefit to the local governing
bodies.

On motion by Mr. Panton, debate ad-

journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29.

7n Committee of Supply.

lasumed from the previous day; Afr.
Luicy in the Chair.

Department of Public Health (Hou S. Il'.

Vote-Medical, £171,758:

MR. THOMSON (iKatanning) [8.41]; 1
congratulate the Minister for Health on the
sympathetic consideration he has extended
to various country hospitals, so far as funds
available to him have pernitted. I trust
that when preparing the Loan Estimates the
Government will make provision for the
erection of nurses' quarters in connection
with the Katanning Hospital. The Minis-
ter himself recently inspected the institu-
tion, and the committee took him over the
building and showved him that accomim-
dation for the nurses is sadly lacking. Pro-
per accomomodation is essential to efficient
nursing. The results from the establish-
ment of the hospital have far exceeded the
anticipations of the department. The aver-
age of patients has been much higher than
expected, and because of that a larger nurs-
ing staff has been required. It is found
necessary to utilise the isolation ward of
the hospital for sisters on night duty, that
being the only means whereby they can get
sleep during the day. As regards the child
welfare movement, I am indeed pleased that
it has been possible to establish a centre
in my district, and I am hoping that the
Minister will be able to persuade the Gov-
ernment to grant a free railway pass for the
use of the sister who now vigits the outly-
ing portion of my electorate. The hospital
committee have undertaken fairly substan-
tial financial responsibilities in the estab-
lishment of the centre. The sister has to
visit Kojonup, Tambellup, Gnowangerup,
Nyabing and Pingrup, and the only means
of transport which enables her to observe
the roster drawn up is the railway. In view
of the free passes given, if I my say so,
to less deserving causes, I hone the Minister
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will be able to persuade the Government
that a free pass should be ranted in this
instance. It is estimated that it will cost
something like £75 a year for railway fares.
Seeing that the train service is available, it
would not be too much to ask that the nurse
be permitted to travel by those trains on
a free p~ass. I commend these two requests
to the Government. I know the Minister is
sympathetically inclined, and that it wvilI
all depend upon how much the Premier will
feel disposed to make available. In the
interests of the nursing staff it is desirable
that additional accommodation should be
made available and the provision of a free,.
pass for the sister would do much to facili-
tate her work. When the Minister is re-
plying to the debate, I would like to know
his views regarding a request that has been
made to him for the appointment of a special
honorary welfare officer who would go to
the Old Meni's Home and look after the in-
terests of the inmnates. This evening I re-
ceived a communication embodying that re,-
quest and intimating that it had been made
to the Minister by letter but no reply had
been received from him. In view of the
additional funds available from the Federal
Government in connection with pensions,
it is hoped that the Government will be able
to introduce some variety into the diet avail-
able for the old men so that the meals may
be a little mora appetising.

The Minister for Health:. The old men
will get that when we receive some of the
maoney.

-Mr. THOMNSON1,: I would like the Min-
ister to indicate what his attitude is regard-
ing this request. Personally I think the ap-
pointment of a welfare offeer would be of
advantage to the Minister as well as to the
old men. I would also like to know if he
could informn me what is the average cost
per head per week in respect of the inmates
of the Old Men's Home. I wont to wake
it clear that I am not out upon an inquisi-
torial expedition, but I received the
letter I have referred to a few minutes be-
fore I rose to speak. Had I received it
earlier, I would have discussed its contents
with the Minister. We appointed a comq-
mittee in connection with the Claremont
Hospital for the Insane and the members of
that body have done excellent work. If
the Minister is agreeable to the appointment
of the welfare officer to assist in looking after
the old men at Dalkeith, equally good work

aughtb be carried out. By mueans of that
officer the inmates' point of view might be
placed before the M1inister more adequately
than at the pres"mat time. 1 do not wish it
to he inferred that I am in any way criticis-
ing the officer in charge of the Old Men's
Home, for he has done excellent service.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.50]:
I wish to take advantage of this opportunity
to congratulate the Minister and his staff
upon the sympathelic administration of the
workc of the department. Wonderful work
has been done during the last few years,
particularly in connection with child wvelf are.
NL1ot only have the departmental activities
been apparent in the city, hut their activ-
ities have been extended throughout the
country districts as wvell. Everywhere about
the back country one hears mentioned the
names of the Minister and his departmental
officers, and always eulogistic references are
made( to the sympathetic attention given by
them to various matters.

Mr, Teesdale: This sounds like a second
edition of the Governor's speech!I

Mr. MAARSH1ALL: I desire to stress the
mnced for the provision of an X-ray plant at
the Wooroloo Sanatorium. Before dealing
with that subject, however, I wish to thank
the M1inister and his officers for the provis-
ion of #ihe X-ray plant that is in use at
Meekatharra. Since, its installation it has
.proved of untold benefit to quite a number
of People.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is it a portable plant or
at fixture?

MXr. 111ARSHALI: It is stationary. At
the present time M-Neekatharra is regarded as
the terminus of the Government railway
line, and consequently victims of accidents
that occur in the North-West, or at Wiluna,
for instance, are brought into Meekatharra
for attention. It is the nearest centre where
.the services of a doctor can be obtained.
Although the plant has been installed for
a few months only, already at least one per-
son has been saved from months of suffer-
.ing. In view of the good that has been done
so far, bon. members can imagine what bene-
fit is likely to accrue over a period of years
as the result of the provision of the X-ray
plant at Meekatharra.

Mr. Thomson: Did you get it free?
Mr. MARSHALL: No, it is just as im-

possible to get anything free from the Min-
ister as it was from other Ministers.
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'Mr. Teesdale:- How long have you had
Your plant in Mleekatharra?

Mr. 'MARSHALL: It has been in use for
about 10 weeks.

Mr. Teedale: I just wanted to know. 1
have been trying to gret onn for about five
years I

Mr, 'MARSHALL: I understand that sim-
ilar p)lants can be obtained on the samne
[Pasis as w-e procured ours in Mfeekutharra.
We got it on a pound for pound subsidy
basis, and the commuittee at Mfeckatharra pro-
vided for the housing of the plant. Coming
to the question of an X-ray plant at the
Wonoroloo Sanatorium, it seems to ne Jpath-
elkc that that institution has been in esidst-
eice for 14 years, and the patients are still
without the benefits of such a plant. With
one exception-I wvill refer to that phase
later on-all the patients at Wooroloo are
tubercular. T do not know that Dr. Mitchell,
has made any direct request for an X-ray
plant, but we know that experts have in-
sisted upon the importance of that plant in
thie study of consumption. It is said it is
almost impossible for one doctor to pro-
perly look after the interests of the patients
at Wooroloo and study the progress of their
disealse without the aid of an X-ray plant.
The patients there realise the position, and
some of them adopt the attitude that although
their eases may be hopeless, there are the
little children who would probably be greatly
assisted if an X-ray plant were available.

Mr. Sampson: At any rate, if they had
tho plant, the experience gained with one
patient would assist the doctors in the treat-
ment of others.

'Mr. MARSHALL: Particularly would
that apply to the children.

Mr. Sampson: But it would apply to the
older people, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not deny that it
applies to every patient, but one must be
particularly eoncerned about the little clii-
dren. If we can arrest the course of the
disease and perhaps cure some of these chil-
dren, we should not hesitate to spend
the £1,200 that is neeessary, and we should
spend that money immediately. The other
night I heard it suggested that the institu-
tion had been established for 14 years, and
it was only now that the discovery had been
made that an X-ray plant was required.
That is not the position. It is only now that
we appreciate how negligent we have been
in the past in not providing these facilities
before. An X-ray plant has always been

wanted there. I believe th~e M)inister will.
do his best to secure te necessary money
from the Premier. I hope he will make
ev-ery effort to instal the plant before the end
of the financial year. I know there is no
need to impress the importance of this wuai.-
ter upon the M1inister because he is quite
well aware of the poition, and is sympa-
thetically inclined towards it. I hope the
'Minister will not lose heart or fail because
difficulty is found in providing the money,
We mjust recognise that £1,200 many repre-
sent at fairly large aunt when we are con-
fronted wvith difficulties, but when it is a
question of assisting- little children, I con-
sider we can ill afford to waste another dayA
it) putting off the installation of the plant.
There is only one fault in the institution and
that is its loality. I am speaking solely on
behalf of the miners and the es-miners.
Although it is late in the day to attempt to
repair the defect. I am convinced that the
air at Wooroloo, or anywhere else near the
coast, is not good for those who come down
from the interior. It is too cold, too damp,
too humid. I do not know that it was wise
to place at Wonroloo an institution estab-
lished for the care of miners.

Mr. Sampson: Scientists reckon the hills
districts are the best for tubercular patients.

Mr. MAARSHALL: That is so, provided
the hills district has a dry atmosphere.
But we bring these men down to a coastal
hills district where the atmosphere is damp.
I have been informed that the Wooroloo
Sanatorium will 21ow accept no patients un-
less they are positively declared T.B. I re-
member the fight that was put up to have
that institution established. The main arga.-

n t advanced was that the sanatorium
would be for the care and attention of worn-
out miners. Now I am told that unless those
men are definitely T.B., they cannot be re-
ceived there. So any man suffering from
minor f orms of lung disease is thrown out on
the cold world and has nowhere to go, while
W~oorolco, instead of fulfilling the functions
for which it was originally established, has
become anm institution for T.B. patients alone
to the exclusion of all others. The informa-
tion I have on that point is from a highly
credible soure- The Minister will be able
to tell me whether it is correct. I shall he
very disappointed if it be true that worn-out
miners found themselves debarred from
entering an institution expressly established
for their care. I hope the Minister will let
us know whether it is a fact that silicosis,
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fibrosis andl other forms of utiner's com-
plaint are excluded t rain the sanatorium
unless the patient is positively T.B. And if
unfortuniately it should be so, then I wish the
Minister to teUl us to which institution those
patients can go to spend their declining
years.

MR, BROWR (Pingelly) [9.4] : I have
always admired the policy the Minister has,
been pursuing in the interests of the public
health. I believe more hospitals have been
erected and mnore money expended on the
health of the people during the Minister's
regime than for many years before he catine
into office. But still a great deal remains
to be done. We have in Western Australia
sonic of the finest hospitals to be found in
the Comnnonwealth. Visitors have told nie
that wve have some of the most competent
doctors also. I know of a patient who has
come from the Eastern States to be treated
in Perth. It speaks well for the qualifica-
tions of our medical men. I was very much]
perturbed when I beard the Minister speak
of the health of sonic of our children, more
particularly the instance he gave of 170
children in one school being affected out of
a total of 177. That is truly alarming. I
do not know whether the younger children
of Western Australia are not as healthy as
they ought to be. When we see them play-
ing about, well-grown and of good physique,
they do not seem to be at all backward. I
do not know whether any of their deficiencies
are due to their food, or what the matter
may be, Perhaps it is they get too many
sweets. It seems to mue their chief defect is
in their teeth.

Mr. Teesdale: The result of chiewing gum.
Mir. North: Do you suspect the food V
Air. BROWN: The member for Claremont

will tell us that if they ate brown bread they
would be all right. I do not know whether
young children like brown bread.

The Premier: They should be taught to
like it.

Mr. BROWN: It is said that Mussolini
has declared that no Italians must use while
bread. The Minister might make inquiry
into that and insist upon tile ulse of brown
bread in Western Australia.

The Minister for Health: But I am not
Mussolini.

Mr. BROWN: Mussolini must be wonder-
ful if he can dictate to the people of Italy
what bread they shall eat. I hope the posi-
tion is not quite so alarming as the

Minister niade out. For instance, he said
the average age of those children was 61/2
years. But children of 0 2 years hiave not
developed their permanent teeth.

The 'Minister for Health : I gave you the
number of permanent teeth treated and the
number of die others treated.

Mr. BROWN: I did not catch that. There
must be something missing either in the con-
stituents of the water being used or in the
food consumed. I would advise the Min-
ister to follow up this niatter with a view to
devising some means of remedying it. I be-
lieve that onl ouir population we have more
hospitals than are to be found inl an'y other
part of the world.

Tile Minister for Health: We have greater
distances, too.

Mr. BROWN: I admit it. Once I was of
opinion that tile little country hospitals were
not in the best interests of the State, that it
would be bettor to have a 'well-equipped
central hospital with all modern appliances,
includiiig an X-ray plant. Honorary doctors
could he appointed to the hospital and could
act in consultation, as a result of which the
patient would get the very best attention.
However, these small hospitals represent the
policy of the Government. I am not con-
demning them. Indeed I think it is a wise
policy that every little centre should have its
own hospital. But some of the small country
towns have considerable difculty in raising
funds with which to build and equip a hos-
pital. I urge the Minister to give them every
assistance he can in that respect. In my
own electorate we have been trying for a
considerable time to build and equip a hos-
pital. For this purpose we have -raised
£,900. The building was formerly used as a
private hospital and was purchased. We
have used £400 and the Government Architect
declares that another £800 will be required
to put the hospital in working order. An
estimate has beea given by a local builder,
who suggests that a few things might be
cut out. If the local specifications were
adopted, the hospital could be wvell equipped
and made thoroughly efficient. But the Gov-
ermnent Architect says he believes in all eon-
venliences being furnished straight away be-
cause if they have to be added later they
will cost a good deal more. There is some-
thing in that, but it is holding up the com-
pletion of the hospital. The medical board,
through their architect, say that the, con-
veniences must be furnished before they will
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grant us a license for the hospital. I want
the Minister to give us every assistance he
can. I do not wish to speak on the Hospital
Fund Bill, but if it should become la"w
every little country3 di~rict should then, hiv
its own hospital. I was lpleased to hear
the Minister say that the health inspectors
are going to spend two-thirds of! their timec
in the country and only one-third in the city.
There are still several small schools in coun-
try districts that have not had a visit from
the health officers.

The Mlinister for Health: We have had
them, only IS mouths. We cannot reach till
the schools in a few months.

Mr. BROW~N: There are doctors in every
little town. Why could not those doctors be
requisitioned to visit the local school once or
twice a years The charge on the department
would not be very great and it would save
wvaiting2 for the travelling inspector to como
along. These clinics will do a great deal of
good. I will 'lever oppose anything the Min-
ister may bring forward for the health and
welfare of the people. But the country peo-
pie should get ever consideration the Gov-
erment can give item. Speaking ion the
Address-ia-reply I mentioned that even adults
should have medical attention. I repeat that.
If there were an Act compelling every adult
to undergo medical examination once. at Year,
it would obviate a. great deal of misery. Am
adult will go on without medical attention
and without examination until he is so far
gone that hie cannot help himself. Whent
he turns to a doetor, the doctor says "You
are too late. If? you had come to me six
mionthis ago, I could have done something for
you, but it is now only a question of time.'
We know that the older a person gets--

'Mr. Clydesdale: The more silly he gets.
Hon. G. Taylor: I'll be getting the wind

up directly.
Mr. BROWN: I believe something like

this is in force in certain parts of the world.
Since in nmany things we are in advance of
some nations and countries, I fail to see
why the Mfinister for Health should not in-
trAuce something like this. It might be
unique, at all events in Australia.

Mr. Panton: It would be interfering with
thme liberty of thme subject.

Mr. BROWN: No, it would not. Under it
we aight keep a lot of our patients out of
the hospitals.

M1r. Clydesdale: And we might put a lot
more into them.

Mr. BROWN: The Perth Hospital is a
national hospital. The Minister informed us
that it is an assisted hospital, not a straight-
out Government hospital. We all know that
patients go to the Perth Hospital from all
parts of the 6tate. If a doctor in any little
country town cannot cope with the corn-
jplaint, or the patient has little means, he is
sent to the Perth Hospital, mnd serious cases
cannot be refused admission there.

The Minister for Health: And so it is with
the Children's Hospital. That is a national
hospital.

Mr. BROWN: The Children's Hospital is
an institution we all admire.

The Minister for Health: Twenty-five per
(cent of the beds occupied there year in and
Year out are by patients from outside the
metropolitan area.

Mr. BROWN: I quite realise that. Seri-
ouis accidents and complaints befall children
in the country, and often the only way to
tr-eat them successfully is to send them to the
Children's Hospital. That institution is a
credit to the State; it is doing a very fine
work indeed, and the country people fully
recogniise that fact. Consequently, all pos-
sible assistance should be given tU :Iat lion.
pita!. I hope the Minister wv11 give thle
greatest consideration to the smail eountry
hospitals, for that will mean obviating the
necessity for- mlainy country patien'ts going
to the Perth Hospital.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is a good gag.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle [9.17] : In
perusing the Health Estimates, it seems that
the Woorolco Sanatorium ahsorbs a large
sum of money. While I realise that the
institution may he doing very good work, it
seems to mie there is one little thing lacking.
and that is a 1110cc to which some of the
unfortunate patients might go when they
are discharged from Wooroloo. Some of
themi are discharged as having the disease
arrested, but they are not in a fit condition
to go out and battle in the world, and there
seems to be no place to which they can go.
I have in mind a man who was told the dis-
case had been arrested. He left the insti-
tution, and immediately his pension was
stop~ped because the Commonwealth Depart-
mnent ruled that lie was not totally and per-
manently incapacitated. Negotiations with
the department are still proceeding in order
to get that man's pension restored, but so
far I have been unsuccessful. The doctor
for the Pensions Department says the dis-
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ease has been permanently arrested. The
man, however, is unfit to earn his own
living, and his pension has been stoppedt.
I1 do not think it would take a big outlay
to provide a small convalescent home to
which such people could go until they were
fit once more to battle in the world. It
would be interesting to hear the Minister'
opinion on the subject.

TE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
S. W. Mfunsie-Hannans-in reply) [9.19]:
I thank members for their many kind re-
marks about the Health Estimates and for
the very small amount of criticism levelled
against the administration during the last
12 months. The chief complaint by various
members has been that we have not provided
an X-ray plant at the Wooroloo Sanatorium.
The member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
said such a plant had always been recognised
as a necessity. That is not altogether cor-
reet. I think I am right in saying that it is
not more than five years since the medical
profession in Australia realised the true
benefit of examination for tuberculosis by
X-ray.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not think it is that
long.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Per-
haps it is not that long. The Resident Medi-
cal Officer at Wooroloo has repeatedly made
application to the department for an X-ray
plant. The Government realise the necessity
for it if only the funds were available. It
is all very fine for members to say, "This
would involve an outlay of only £1.200, and
what is £1,200 after all?" Twelve hundred
pounds here, £1,200 there and £1,000 some-
where else mount tip to a large figure.

Hon. G. Taylor: And then the Treasurer
starts to squeal.

The M1INISTER FOR HEALTH: If the
Treasurer ended uip the financial year with
a deficit of £200,000 or £C250,000, members
would say he knew nothing about finance
and bad been squandering money. It is
necessary to keel) a tight bold of the
finances.

Mr. Sampson: Members would not blame
him for such expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : But
there are a lot of other things required, too.
The Government recognise, as much as does
any member, the necessity for an X-ray
plant for Wooroloo. I go further and say

it will be provided as soon as money is
available.

.r. Sampson: That is something.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We

cannot do more than that; we cannot do im-
possibilities.

Rfi Sampson: Do it this year.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is a

remarkable fact that the hon. member was
Minister for three years and did not do it,

Mr. Sampson: The Minister has just ad-
muitted that the need was not recognised until
five years ago.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: And it
is not five years since the hon. member was
Minister.

Mfr. Sampson: It is just about five years.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : We

shall not get into an argument about that.
Mr. Sampson: Not if we keep to the facts.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Every

time anything of the kind is mentioned, the
hon. member wants to know why we have not
done it.

The Premier: And it is always something
that he himself should have done.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The
present Government have done as much as
any other Government for the health of the
community.

Mr. Sampson: And this is a new phase of
treatment.

The MINISTER~ FOR HEALTH : It is
not treatment at all. The X-ray plant is not
designed to effect cures; it is used to enable
the doctor to ascertain the exact condition
of the patient.

Me. Sampson: Precisely, and that points
to the treatment necessary.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : It
enables the doctor to decide as the years go
on whether he is arresting the complaint.
The X-ray examinations in South Africa
have proved, and I think were chiefly respon-
sible for proving, that it is the best method
for discovering and arresting tuberculosis.
That has been proved by the examinations
in South Africa during the last seven or
eight years. The member for Kattanning
(Mr. Thomson) said he had a request for
the Minister to permit of the appointment
of an honorary welfare officer at the Old
Men's Home. Representations to that
effect were made to me some time
ago. I made careful inquiries and
secured all possible information as to
whether such an appointment would
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be an advantage, and .1 have come to
the conclusion that in the interests of the
home and of the men I should not appoint
a welfare offear. There is a visiting com-
mittee of three, consisting of two doctors
and Mrs. Casson, appointed uinder the Act.
For the after care of patients in the Hos-
pital for the Insane, the Old Men's Home or
the Old Women's Home, there is no one who
takes such interest in the work as she does.
So-me of the inmates of the Old Men's Home
have approached me with certain complaints
and I have asked them whether they had any
complaints to make about the visiting com-
mittee. Some of them have said tha on
almost every occasion when the visiting com-
mittee went to the home either the master
or the chief orderly accompanied the com-
mittee. On inquiry I found that was not
correct, but that the members of the com-
mittee often went through the institutioni
without any member of the staff accom-
panying them.

Mr. Chesson: And any member has a job
to go throug-h without their being present.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
had several complaints from the men and I
have asked Mrs. Casson personally to inter-
view the men quite apart from the officials
of the institution. The Old Men's Home
has 614 inmates and I do not know of any
similar institution in the world where so few
complaints arise.

Mr. Sampson: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The
request I received was that the inmates
should be permitted to elect one of their
mnber to act as a welfare officer. The man
who would he likely to get the job would he
one who was loudest in his complaints and
who made the most complaints. In some
instances the men who complain most are
certainly not sufficiently reliable to under-
take duties of that kind. I would not mind
if I or someone else had the selection of the
welfare officer. T had almost decided to turn
down the application -when the Under Secre-
tary of thie department produced evidence as
to what was being done at the Fremantle
Gaol, and he said perhaps something on
similar lines might he adopted at the Old
Men's Home. I considered that aspect as
well, but it is impossible to compare a wel-
fare officer at the Fremantle Gaol with a wel-
fare officer at the Old 'Men's Home. The
officer at the gaol is accepted by the super-
intendent and is changed each week. All he

does is to go into the kitchen to see that the
food is properly cooked and, if he makes
any complaint, it is made to the officer
in charge and investigated immediately.
It has been admitted that in some instances
things have been prevented from occurring
that would not have been in the interests of
the inmates. The difference between the two
institutions is that the men in prison are
not permitted to go other than where they
are sent or taken by a warder, while the
inates of the Old Men's Home have access
to almost any part of the institution. In
the kitchen of the Old 3] en's Home up to
half a. dozen of what are known as "tap-
peny" orderlies-old men-assist in the pre-
partition of the mneals. If there was anty-
thing wrong, would not one of them make!
a complaint? I cannot understand the in-
formation of the. zmember for Katauning,
that I have not replied to the request..

Mr. Thomson: I have not received it.
The AINISTER FOR HEALTH: I as-

sure the hon. member that instructions 'were
issued f or a reply to he forwa-rded over a
week ago. Another point was raised by the
member for Murchison who said that other
than tubercular eases were being prevented
from entering the Wooro Lao Sanatorium. I
do not know where the hon. nmember ob-
tained his information, or on what rounds
he has formed the opinion that any other
than tubercular cases ever did enter the
Woo-roloo Sanatorium. That institution
was built expressly for the purpose of treat-
ing tubercular eases. I have known Dr.
Mitchell ever since he took charge of the
sanatorium in Coolgardie, and I can state
that he, as head of the Wooroloo institution,
never permits a patient not suffering from
T.B. to enter it. If the presence of such
a patient who has been admitted by mnad-
vertance is discovered, he is fimmediately
discharged. For a patient who is suffering
from phthisis, if the lungs are affected by
dust, the Wooroloo Sanatorium is the last
place to -remain in. While Dr. Mitchell is
in control-I may say that he is on holiday
at present-such eases will not be permitted
to enter, or remain in, the Sanatorium. The
member for Pingelly stressed the necessity
for repairs4 to the small hospital at Pingelly.
Some considerable time ago-in fact, in
connection with last year's Loan Estimates-
half the amount required was made available
conditionally upon the Pingelly pedple pro-
viding the other ball. The Government half
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has been available for the last nine months.
I cannot do more thtan that, and will not
attempt to do miore. Pingdfly is in the same
position as most other country districts
which are called upon to find pound for
pound. I do not say there is no exception
to that rule. There are some exceptions.
Occasionally a district deserving of hospital
accommnodation is not in a position to find
half the money. If such a ease is proved
to the satisfaction of the department, the
Government go further and find mnore than
half the cost. However, the general policy
is that bait the capital cost of a country
hospital will be found by the State, andl
that the other half must hie found by the
local people.

Mr. Thomson: Can the Minister say an 'y-
thing with regard to nurses' quarters AC
Katauning V

The MNINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is at matter for the forthcoming Loan Esti-
niates, about which the bon. miember knows
as much as I know.

Mir. Thomnson: What about the tree pass
for the nurse? Can that be granted?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Per-
sonally I do not think so. The Government
do a good deal in providing an annual sub-
sidy of £100 towards the maintenance o(
each child welfare centre. If it were only
a matter of granting a free pass to infant
health sisters, probably not much objection
would be taken, as there -will not be too
many centres established and consequently
too manny passes would not be required.
However, another institution has been doing
remtarkably good work for the last 25 or S0
year4-I refer to the Silver Chain. As re-
gards bush nursing, the Government only
subsidise a bash nurse in a district where
there is ito doctor. Then an annual subsidy
of £50 is granted. The bush nurses are sta-
tioned in outlying districts where travelling
is far more inconvenient than in the Katan-
ning district. If a free pass were granted
as suggested by the hon. member, no Gov-
ernment could reasonably refuse a pass to a
Silver Chain nurse. And it would not end
there. Good claims would be put up in
other quarters. If the Commonweallh Gov-
ernment do what Was recommended by the
Royal Commission they themselves ap-
pointed, and also 'what they agreed to do
at the conference of health authoritie!s,
namely, to subsidise the States in the matter

of infant welfare work, probably I shall be
able to assist a little further.

Itemn-Chief Resident Medical Officer,
Wooroloo Sanatorium, £C1,020:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Can the Minister
state the percentage of cures within the last
two years?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I can-
not answer that question. Records. are kept
of the number of ])atients admitted and the
number of patients discharged; but I know
of no institution of this kind which, in dis-
charging a person diagnosed as suffering
from T. B., will definitely state that that
person is cured. I do, however, know of a
fair number of patients discharged from
W-ooroloo with the disease certainly arrested,
and in a condition which does not make
them a danger to themselves or others.

Air, Sampson: Apparently cured.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Dr.

MitchellI states that it is possible to arrest the
disease in its early stages, so that it may
not become active again even if the patient
lives to be a hundred; still, the disease is
always there, and so a patient cannot be
described as cured. Two or three former
W001r0100 patients, to my knowledge, are
now, einployed in) the metropolitan area;
One Of tlieui ha.' been at work for eight
years. Unfortunately the average Wooroloo
patient leaves the matter until it is almost
impossible for anything to be done to him.

[Ion. 0. TAYLOR: I know of several
young people who, after having been at
Woorolun for six or eight montlhs, have been
discharged with the disease arrested. Some
of rhime now follow their ordinary avoca-
tions, and are seemingly quite well, How-
ever, the trouble is that they arc always
highly susceptible to the germ. Af ter re-
eovery from a long illness anyone is in-
clined to believe himiself perfectly strong,
and to rake risks; and I presutne tubercular
patients do not vary in that respect. I
believe that if they were taken in hand
younger, when the disease has not such a
strong hold, a great deal of good could be
done for them at Wooroloo. There should
be propaganda to advise people, young and
old alike, who feel anything affecting their
lungs, to be examined.

The Mfinister for Health: That is done
by posters on every railway station and
every public building, and by leaflets issued
by the Health Department.
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lon. G. TAYLOR: Every effort should
hie made to convey that advice to the public
generally.

Item-Chaplain, £60:

Ur, SAMPSON: Would the Minister
favourably consider the making of a rant.
to take the place of the free railway passes
issued to the Woorolee chaplains, as it is
impossible for the railway service to provide
what is necessary in the way of transport?
The two chaplains, an Anglican and a
Roman C'atholic, attend the Sanatorium
'cryy frequently, and sometimes at unusual
hours. They are both very bard-working
and1( earnest men, and their task is difficult.
The Roman Catholic chaplain comes from
Toodyay, and the Anglican from Mundar-
ing _. In view of the fact that the trairs do
not give the trans.,port which is essential to
the discharge of the chaplais' duties, can-
not some small grant be made towaLrds the
cost of running a car? It would be highly
appreciated. I -will not press for a reply
to-n ight.

The Premier:- You cannot get it, and that
ii the end of it.

Mr. SAMNPSON: T am very sorry to hear
it.

Item-Public and Assisted Hospitals,
Perth. Children's Hospital, and Pre-mantle,
E53.000O -. WOants-in-aid of maintenance,
buiiding ;, additions and repairs, fees, etc.,
publie hospitals, £15,051:

Hon. C. TAYLOR: It wVould Ic Well if
eaceh hospital knew exactly what amiount
I'arliamrnet voted for it. Then th2 board
of manageinent would know bow to finance.

The Premier: The boards know now.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: These Estimates do
not showv the allocations.

The Premier: But the boards know what
their --rants are.

Tlhe MIINISTER FOR HEALTH:- The
itemn iz made up as follows :-Publie and
assisted hospitals. Perth, £38,000; Freman-
tlc, £L.502: Children's, £7,500, and other hos-

Item- rOMes, 'Master, £456:

M1r. CHESSON: Has anything been done

in the direction of semeratinr dirty pati-
ents at the Old MNen's; Home from those wbu
are clean in their habits? The greatest

punishment that can be imposed up1o0n men
like some of the old prospectors and others
is to bring them into contact with dirty
patients.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
rather surprised to hear such a complaint
fronm the member for Cue. It is news to me
that there are dirty patients at the Old 'Men's
Home. It is possible that isome of the
old men may be dirty when they reach the
home, but they are clean shortly after they
get there. If it can be shown that inmates
occulpy beds that are not clean, I will take
steps to find out who is responsible. A staff
is employed at the home to attend to those
duties.

Mr'. Sampson: It may he due to sickness.

The IMISTER FOR HEALTH: Then
the old mnen would be in the infirmary, and
not in the dormitories. I will make inquiries
about the matter.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I1 do not think the
member for Cue desired to infer that there
were dirty patients at the home.

Mr. Chesson: I mean that there are men
who arc dirty in their habits.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Suich persons dio not
realise how objectionable they are to per-
sons who are more clean in their appearance
and habits. The staff should be able to so
arrange matters that segregation could be
effected, thus keeping those who are
clean apart from those who are not so clean.
It is well known that as people grow old
they become less particular about their ap-
learance and habits. I suppose fhe same
applies; to the patients at the Old 'Men's
Home. I do not think the member for Cuie
wished to imp] ' that the institution itself
was not clean.

Mr. CHE.SON t: I referred distinctly to
patients who are dirty in their habitsi. Any-
one who hias gone to the Old Men'-; Home
can see the position for himself. When I
was there on several occasions complaints
were made to nie, and I could see the posi-
tion for myself. I do not sar for one
moment that the institution is not vcan, or
that the food is not good. I merely claim
that clean patients should he segregated
from the dirty ones.

Vote put and passed.

lrote-~public Health, 934,418, agreed to.
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Departwent of ;lyricelture (li011. 11. Nil-

lingion, Minister):

Vote-A gricuflnre, £84,254:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICU3LTUE
(Roll. 1H. MjillingonLedrilo [9.51]:
1 shiall deal briefly with the work of the
department in introducing the E-stimates.
Niatters of outstanding interest in connec-
tion wvith the departmental actiriti, have
been, the increased production compared
with last year. In wheat we had an1 in-
creased production of 36,370,219 bushels,
representing 6,348,608 bushel;; in excess of
the production of the previous year. III
dairying we produced over 4,000,500 lb)s
of butter as against the produiction in 1914
of only 451,000 lbs. In respect of sheep
and wool, it is interesting to note that the
number of sheep increased last year by
about 1,000,000, and 11ow our flocks number
nearly 8,500,000. The wool prod~iet of
those sheep represented 59,246,4141 lbs., or
over 9,000,000 lbs. in exce's of the produc-
tion for the previous year. These are facts
worthy of note and although widelyv adver-
tised, arc worthy of mention at thk~ stage.
It is gratifying to know that throughout the
State the average production of wool per
sheep-that is, weight of fleece--was. 7.1 lbs.
as against 6.8 lbs. in the previous year.

Mr. Teesdale: 'Was that throughout the
State.

The -MINISTER FOR &GR1CtULTORE:
Yes, that is thle average throughout.

.Mr. Tee-;dale: InI the Roebourne district,
we contributed 7 lbs. 6 oza. towards that
average.

The MINISTER FOR AGRIICUT.TUIW:
Many flocks produced flee.'es in excss of
that average mid some went as hizh as
10 lbs. However, the increased average for
thle State was very satisfactory. The samte
applied to the improved quality of thle wool.

Mr. A ngelo: floes that include lamlbs ats
well ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTU:RE:
Yes. Another point worthy of notice is the
assistance given to stimulate the breeding
of draught horses for farm purposes. The
Government realise the importance of that
activity and the increased importance that
will he attached to the horse iii view of the
expansion that has taken place in connection
with lhind settlement. The view has been ex-
pressed that in the competition between the

horse and the tractor, the horse will eventu-
ally prove to be the more economical. We
have every reason to believe that that wDi
be the result, and the Government went to
the assistance of the industry and imported
eight horses.

Mir. Thomson: From the Eastern States?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes. We got them from the Eastern States
because we required their services for this
season.

Mr. Thomson: Is there anything wrong
with importing breeding horses from the Old
Country?

The MINISTER FOR AGR ICUELTURE:
Not from Scotland, hut in view of the pre-
sence of foot and mouth disease in England,
the export of horses from that country is pro-
hibited. During last year we inaugurated a
centenary campaign with a view to stin-
lating production for the forthcoming year.
That was not a campaign to speed up
farmers, but with a view to inducing farmi-
ers to fallow larger areas. That will he q
great factor in securingr increased yields
later on. We know that the present season
has not been up to expectations and we do
not hope for a big return this year. The.
benefit of the fallowiag will be felt next
year. There are many other matters of in-
terest, but I propose to refer to one or tw3
only.

Hlon. G. Taylor: Keep it short!
The 'MINlSTEU FOR AGRICULTURE:

A lot of time has been wasted on far lsss
important questions than that of atgricuitere.,
It is only the lateness of the hour that
causes inc to ruish through sonic of the mat.
ters I wish to place before lion. memberson,
so as to give theml aii opportunity to disceuss
i temrs.

lHon. Sir. .Iam1es Mitchell: You have
plenty of hime.

The. 'MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The length of mny remnarks will not indicate
the importance of the subject, for I shall not
waste any time. f wish to refer to the work
of the experimental farmns in va rious parts
of the State, and to draw attention to the
lessons they have taught us this year. We,
have seven experimental farmns situated in
various p)arts of thle wheat belt. Those
farms include Avoadale and Dampawah. I
vkited each farm during the last few month.
We have been acc-ustonmed to regard this year
as a %'erv disappointing one, but at Avon-
ilate the hulk crop is very sa.,tisfactory in-

1734



[7 NovznutR, 1928.] 18

deed. The sme may be said of the resutta
at the Merredin farm iii the drier areas.
The rainfall there has not been good, par-
ticularly during the growing period. The
season took up earlier. At Ohooli, near
SoUtberii C;ross, at good farm1 ha$ been estab-
lished and it will serve as an indication
of what can be done in the development of
the country to the south of Southern Gro ss.
The records that we are keeping are of the
ubiost importance to the future develop-
ment of the outer areas. The same thing
obtains at the Salmon Gumis farm. That is
typical of the mualiee country. I regret to
say that this year the results at Salmon
GUMS, and indeed over all the Esperane
district, are disappointing-, due largely ti.
the methods of farming.

Hon. G. Taylor: And they have had a
very light rainfall.

The MTINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, hut still they had about 6 1 incihe'
during the growing period, which should
have been nearly sufficient. As I say, tb-
State farm is in typical mallee country.
Although it is impossible to accurately fore-
east the results-, the general opinion of thosqt
experienced in the district is that the hulk
crop grown on that farmi under plroper conl-
ditionis wvill prove to be on a commercial bsasis.
That is of the utmost importance since many
of the cinp ; grown in that district are a
failure aind some of themt will not he worth.
harvesting. We are fortunate in having
the farm established, and the record of time
farm will stand and to an extent -will Save
the reputation of the district. For we have
to demonstrate what can be done uinder tha
worst conditions.

'Mr. J. H. Smith: What do you regard
as a commercial basis?

The MIN'ISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not going to risk forecasting yields,
but local residents say that the crop is sure
to go over 12 bushels. It must be remem-
bered that it has been grown on a rainfall
a little over six inches during the growing
period.

Mfr. 3. H. Smith: But what price do you
regard as a commercial basis 9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:.
The market price. It is generally assumed
that if one can grow a 12 butshel yield it
is a commercial proposition. And that crop
has been grown in the worst year knowni in

14 years. If we can do that, it is a fair in-
dication of what the district can do in more
favourable seasons. But that is the tent
we have to take. If we were to
take the records of the Salmon Gums
district for the past year we wvould
have to say it is not a commercial
proposition to grow wheat in that district
So we shalt have the farm results to point
to when we get the records. At the Yilgarn
farin the bulk crop has been grown on a
51/ inch rainfall during the growing period.
That also is satisfactory. At Wong~kn
Hills, another test farm for light lands,
the bulk crops arm quite satisfactory; in
fact the result is rather surprising all
things considered, the year being recognised
as the worst for the last 14.- I believe that
at the Chapman farm, too, the results are
satisfactory and that in almost every ease
the crops in the Midlands show good re-
turns. Those farms are situated in key
positions throughout th, agricultural belt,
from north to south end away east to
Southern Cross and south-east to Salmon
GUMS. So I would be satisfied to take the
results of those State farms, which repre-
sent the whole of the agricultural area, and
say definitely that in all those several dis-
tricts the tests, under proper conditions,
show whrat we can produce. That is a bet-
ter indication of what Western Australia
can do than is the average yield through-
out the State uinder farming condition%
that are not always satisfactory. It will
be also a lesson to those who have not yet
adopted up-to-date farming methods. I
liar, mentioned this illustration of the
State farms because, in a season such as
this with a light rainfall, there is engen-
dered a feeling of depression. But we
are now in a position to demonstrate, ir-
respective of the general average or the
total yield, what Western Australia cani
do over the whole of the wheat belt, pro-
vided -we adopt proper farming methods.
So if the State farms have only demon-
strated that one lesson, it will be invalu-
able and will do much to confi-rm the re-
putation of Western Australia as a wheat-
rowing State. I bhare purposely passed
over many matters of importance associ-
ated with the Department of Agriculture.
I consider the State farm results the out-
standing lesson of the year, affording a
bright ray of hope in spite of a disappoint-
ing- sea son.
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HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thami) [10.7): Of course agriculture is the
most important industry in the State.
About that there can be no two opinions.
The Minister has said there are many prob-
lems awaiting solution in the agricultural
districts. When we come to Esperance a
different problem presents itself. I firmly
believe that Esperanee will prove to be
the best sheep country in the wheat belt.
That mallee land at Esperanee is capable
of growing splendid fodder crops. Years
ago Professor Paterson said there would be
some difficulty in growing wheat there. It
seems to be the very difficulty they are now
encountering. But I think we are trying
the wrong methods and probably have bee' -
so doing for years. When 1 was down
there I noticed that the district grew stock
feed very well, turnip;, root crops, lupins,
anything of that sort, And the old resi-
dents have known that for years. When
those fodder crops have been grown for a
few seasons, probably we shall fina the dis-
trict growing wheat really well.

The Minister for Agriculture: But that
is not the trouble; the trouble is that of
water supply.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
ground there holds water satisfactorily. I
had the first dams put in down there many,
years ago. At first it "'as said the ground
would not hold water.

The Premier: You arc referring to far-.
ther down, Grass Patch, where there is a
good catchment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I1 amn
referring to the malice belt. We ought to
show a little enterprise in trying to grow
other crops down there. I saw sheep down
there and I was told somne staggering tales
about the wool and meat they produced.
Can we not face the position there? We
have the railway, we have the land and
we have good people on the laind. In such
country as9 that the settlers need not grow
more than two crops of turnips before they
grow oats. It is well worth trying. I
should say it is not necessary to establish
a State farn at Grass Patch. We
could get one of the established settlers
down there to put the necessary wire net-
ting round the place andi grow feed for
stock. Turnips are not an expensive
crop to grow; peas probably are, but the
cost is not prohibitive. Let us give it. a
trial. What is important is to make

the trial at once. I have no doubt at all
about the result. I talked to a lot of
the settlers about the fodder crops. I
consider they are getting results that are not
obtained anywhere else. They grow a very
heavy wheat, though the yields are compar-
atively light. That is the strange thing
about it.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is so.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:- If we

could show them how to grow fodder crops
and stock the land they would be doing well,
probably as well as if they were growing
-wheat, and we should convert that part of
the State into a great and valuable province.
There may be scone -hesitation about growing
,wheat, but I am certain there need be no
hesitation once we have carried out a proper
stock feed test. It may be asked why this
was not done before. I realise that having
built the railway, we must lose heavily on
it, and we may as well lose something on
trying to produce freight for the railway.
I noticed that the cattle and horses were
doing very well on the deep-feeding plants
that were quite green in the middle of sumi-
mer. The settlers were ploughing up tur-
nips that had been in 12 months and the
stock was eating them. That would not be
possible in most places. New Zealand grows
turnips and stock feed, and there is no rea-
son why Esperance should not dto well out of
stock. From inquiries I made during a stay
of a couple of days, I have no doubt that
the experiments would be successful. I
should not hesitate to provide the money for
the experiments. If they cannot be carried
out in more than one place, let them he done
iii onle place. What can be done on one block
can be done over the whole area. The lime-
stone country extends over a large area. I
do not know how far east and west it
runs, but it certainly does cover a consider-
able distance. The settlers there have been
a long time trying to g-row wheat alone and
have not been very successful. If they run
stock first and then wheat, they will be suc-
cessful. There is not the slightest doubt
about that. I hope the Minister will en-
deavour to convert that area, which is now
regarded as doubtful, into something that
will be exceedingly valuable. Salmon Gums
is a little further north and slightly different
from the limestone belt. That land is similar
to thep land at Kellerherrin, that is, the next
30 miles from Salmon Gums in the direction
of 'Norseman. I do not see why we should
not get results there with wheat that will
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mature iii 100 days or very little more. The
railway has been built; the water supply has
been provided at McPherson Rock and all
is ready. We should not hesitate to go on
with the clearing. It is not expensive coun-
try to clear. I should like to see it all
settled. We have 120 miles of railway there
and very little work for it to do. If we do
develop that 120 miles of railway, we shall
have to improve the port considerably, but
apparently that will not be an expensive
item. The first thing is to convert the land
to its best use. In building the jetty
at Esperance, for some reason or other, the
deep water was missed, but it is a very old
jetty, and by no means permanent.

Mr. Ferguson :it will not be too per-
mnanent if another boat hits it. It is pretty
rotten.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
so. When wye develop the back country,
Esperanee will be a great port. I have no
doubt of the ultimate result. I was doubtful
of that country at one time, but I am now
certain that the settlers there must under-
take the stock proposition. It can be done,
and I hope the Minister will have the tests
madeI. Turnips will g-row on fallow and
proIbably the one ploughing would growv the
turnip crop and the wheat crop too. When
a turnip el-op is eaten off, the manure should
tiot be turned in deeply. T fancy the
land could lie developed in that way. To
test it would not cost much, and it would
mean so much if the experiment proved suc-
cessful. I dto not know whether the Minister
noticed how wvell the stock looked in summer
time. The few sheep in the district seemed
to be exceptionally well grown and they
were certainly ordinary sheep. There is a
problem in this State every few miles. At
Northain we put in 901k. of seed per acre,
while at Southern Cross 25 to 30 llbs. is suf-
ficient. All along- the line we meet with dif-
ferent probilenms. Wheat glrowing is a simple
matter in the wheat helt. We havec good farms
every-where and this season we find good
crops mixed with bad crops, which goes to
show that there is just the Tight method of
ploughinig and] the right tinie to do it. Be-
fore I entered Parliament I inquired closely
into wheat growing at flowerin. I remember
being told by a "an that he had not fal-
lowed, bitt had simply scratehed his crop
in. The men who won the gold and silver
medals at the Franco-British Exhibition had
grown six successive crops onl land that had

never heel, ploughed. Farmers take a risk
when they try to farm without ploughing,
but those men had done it successfully. That
is due to the fact that in that country there
is a natural mulch. Professor Paterson says
there are few spots in the world where the
natural mulch is to be found, and fortu-
nately the salmon gual timber country does
possess it in parts. If we have the natural
mulch in the country between Norsemen and
Salmon Gumns, say 30 miles out from Salmon
Gums, as I believe we have, it makes pos-
sible things that seemed to be impossible.
Only during the last six or seven years have
'we realised what the natural mulch means.
This should give us courage to test that
country. East of Southern Cross the actual
danger would arise from early hot winds that
sometimes blow there. . saw a crop of the
latest wheat-Noongaar-bred by Mr. Sutton
at Southern Cross last year. It is a quick
grower and I have no doubt it will prove
suitable on the land east of Southern Cross.
There is a great deal to be done in stock-
breeding, and a g-reat dent has been done.
The clover in the South-West has had a
marked effect upon the cattle, mand wvill have
a greater effect in the next fewv years. The
South-West has been transformed. For
]]early 90 years 'we depended upon the get-
tia g of glrasses by chance. People did bring
in odd little packets of grass seed and sowed
them, but it is not even yet realised that
thele is not a good grass in time South-
West tha t has not been imported. Now

thousands of toms of grass seed are being
distributed, and thousands of tons are being
planted upon the land in the South-West,
and thus are transforming those areas. On
a recent tripl to Donnybrook I saw eveni the
poorest land along the line, that near Ser-
pentine, carrying excellent grasses; and land
in the Busselton distr-icts. which formierlY
would hardly keep a cow to 10 acres, is now
carrying cattle to the acre, and fattening
them, too. The wvhole district has been, trans-
formed by the application of superphosphate.
I doubt whether any better grasges are to he
found in Australia than are to be see,, in our
South-West. As the 'Minister has said, we
are getting far mo(re butter now that, we got
even a little time aro. The Busselton fac-
tory, 'Mr. W. J. Hann informs me, made
.12 tons of butter last week, worth about
£2,400-not a bad ceqffue for a week. The
BunhurY factory, I understand, pays out
about £10.000 a week for butter fats. I~st
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year we imported about i7lbs. of butter for
each person in the State, and made about
ilbs. All the cheese we cat we import, A
great deal of the tinned preserved milk we
use is imported, and so is a great deal of the
bacon. In the South-West there arc un-
limited opportunities for the production of
these commodities. People are now coming
from. the East perfectly willing to settle in
the South-West, and we ought to make land
available to themt there. If settlers want
first-class land, it is now a matter
of going on tha fringe of the wheat
belt or taking land to the west of the
Great Southern. We shall get a large
population between the Great Southern and
Kojonup. We know now that we can estab-
lish pastures cheaply, spending little on
clearing and sowing on the surface. Mr,
Ben Prowsc, one of the t'ety succ.essful men
in the South-West, tells me that he does not
touch the surface now. Accordingly it is
now lpossible to do for a couple of pounds
what four or five years ago cost £10 or £20.
It has become a habit to sow seed, and peo-
ple here a.rc doing it its successf ully as it is
done in New Zealand. When we suggested
the New Zealand method, the reply was that
it would not do in Western Australia, having
been tried. The department did try it at
Denmark years ago, and the method failed.
That wvas not the fault of the country;, tht,
experiment was undertaken at the wrong
time. At ny rate, what failed then is being
done now, and with extraordinary success.
It has changed the whole front of the coun-
try. By that method it is as easy to bring
1,000,000 acres under grass as five years ago
it was to bring 100,000. At the Abba. River
I was told that a field of light land which
was sown with clover had by some means a
strip left right through it unploughed. Thitt
strip was sown like the rest of the field, and
-while the clover grew high on the unploughed
strip, there was none on the part that had
been Ploughed too deeply. Knowledge comes
with experience, and the road to dairyi ng and
fat stock seems to have been made much
easier in the South-West during the last few
years. However, it takes a long time to
accept the truth. As long ago as 1835 it
was reported to the British Government that
tropical plants and cold-country plants grew
side by side in this country. But the lesson
was lost. We always think we cannot grow
plants because this is the wrong latitude for
them. That is utter nonsense. We ought to

try everything that looks like having a
chance of growing. Tropical plants can be
grown here with good results. And so it is
with English plants. I believe the oak grows
about twice as quickly here as in the Old
Land, though I do not know that the timber
is as good. 'Until ten years ago clover was
sown by chance. However, we sow clover
systematically now, and thus the country is
transformed. Agriculture seems to be our
great chance; for the moment it is our only
chance. Not so long ago many people
thought it mad to go anywhere necar the
Murchison River, but now all is changed
there. Our light lands are still producing
better crops than they did. In 1914 a great
deal of light land was brought into use, and
subsequently a great deal wvent out of use,
when w~heat went back in price. Probably
nearly all the money lost by the Agricultural
Bank was lost on the light lands. Now we
aire getting wonderful crops fromt those lands,
whichl are so easily cultivated. I do not
know how' long the light land will stand
Cropping, but it is doing very well for the
moment. If we continue to get 5s. for wheat,
we certainly shall grow 100,000,000 bushels.
I believe that wheat will become dearer and
that the world will be more difficult to feed,
and so we shall get still a better chance. I
do not think we realise the enormous events
of the last 20 years which hove made our
wheat so valuable. Except for the high
price of wheat, we should not be able to
grow it. I am glad stallions were brought
in by the Government, and I hope far more
will be introduced. I agree with the maczn-
her for Katanning that it would be
advisable to go to Scotland for them.
The cold-country stallion is the best,
as has been proved in the breeding,
of racehorses and of all kinds of stock.
I (10 not why it is, but it is so. A stallion
will he responsible for 30 or 40 foals in a
year and an additional £100 or so spent
in the purchase of a stallion does not
make much difference in the cost of
foals, particularly when we remember
that they will live for 10 years or
more. It is certainly a good idea to
bring in stock so as to improve the breed
of our animals, and as we require 3,000
replacements on the farms each year, we
shall require a good many stallions. A
few years ago we would have paid to get
rid of a lot of rubbishy stallions that were
to be seen all through the agricultural
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areas. Fortunately for us the motor oar4
have driven them off the roads and the rub-
bish is dead. There is no necessity to
spend money to get rid of the rubbishyr
stallions. All we have to do is to spend
money to purchase good stallions and we
can breed up accordingly. There is no
reason why we should bring thousands of
horses each year from Victoria or South
Australia seeing that we can hreed
the animals here. The pastures in the
South-West will soon enable us to go
in for horse-breeding, and we shall
shortly be able to do with horses what
Mr. Hampshire has been able to do
with the breeding of cattle within the
State. As for the price of butter, a few
years ago in Victoria Is. a lb. for butter
was considered a good average price.

The Premier: I remember when Vic-
torian butter growers got 9d. a lh.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
and 6id. a lb.

Hon. G. Taylor: In those days is. 3d.
was considered a very big price.

Hon. Sir JAMVES 3MITCHELL: Nowa-
days the public have to pay 2s. a lb. for
their butter. As a matter of fact there iz
a better outlook all round. Of that there
can be no doubt. We know better what
to (10 and wve are getting better results. The
Agricultural Department is a most ini-
portant one and I am glad that at 'Muresk
we have provided opportunities for boys
to learn a g-ood deal more about farming
than was possible before.

The Premier: Each boy that goes out
from MNuresk will be a voluntary adviser
to his neighbours.

Hon. Sir JAMUES MITCHELL: And a
very few will spread their influence
throug-hout the whole State. The recent
-Royal Agricultural Show served to indicate
the improvement that has been achieved.
for the stock was first-class. We have
alienated only about 32,000,000 acres in the
South-West and we have ninth that we can
draw upon there yet. "Much of the light
country will be put to use in the future.
and there is hardly any limit to what we,
t8I) do in those parts.

The Premier: There is hardly any limit
to the possible increase of sheep.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: Wve
could put all the sheep we have in
the State to-day on a few million

acres west of the Great Southern railway,
if it were all improved. There are
places in the State where four sheep are
curried to the acre-

The Premier: Trucks of wool are to he
seeii all over the golddelds now, and there
has been wonderful transformation from
cattle to sheep there,

H-on. Sir JAMES KITCHELL: And in
the South-West we shall be able to do bet-
.ter than ever before. I hope that next
year the yield of 50,00,000 bushels will be
accomplished, but I think the Minister
should do more than merely tell the farmers
to produce it. It is so easy to tell the far-
uler to do more work.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
told him to do more fallowing.

Hon. Sir JAME S MITCHELL We are
in a happy position when we are able to
tell the farmer that he must work a little
harder for the centenary year to help the
Government shoulder the load.

The Minister for Agriculture: We asked
them. to work more effectively in order to
g-et better results.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: it is
easy to tell the farmer to do that.

The MXinister for Agriculture: And some
of themn require to be told.

Hon. Sir JAMIES ITCHELL: Without
Fear of contradiction, I can say that there
is no mnn who cannot do better than he
is doing. Of course there is no golden rule
because what may be suitable this year
will not apply next year. As a rule the
fanner learns from experience, and knows
what should be done. Experts are very
good, but it is necessary to keep an eye
on them.

Mr. Chesson: The elements play a big
part in it.

Hon. Sir JA.MIES MITCHELL: Of course
the farmer can be helped by the experts.
For instance, look what selected seed has
done for the potato g-rowers. The crop has
been doubled this year.

The Premier: T remember an old pros-
pector saying that a geologist could not
see an inch beyond the point of the pick.

Hon. Sir JAMIES 'MITCHELL: And
that is quite right. I hope the Minister
will import more pure-bred stock. I should
like to see a herd of first-class Shorthorn
milking cattle from England. As soon as
we get the pastures in the South-West
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really established we could go in for a
herd of those cows. Our Shorthorns are
not quite similar to the English Shorthorns.
I remember seeing a Shorthorn herd on
Sir Francis Newdegate's estate, and I saw
a yearling bull for which £2,500 had been
paid by the Argentine, weighing as much
as our four year old or five year old bul-
locks in Australia. I congratulate the
Minister upon having control of this de-
partment. There are great things to be
done in it and I think the staff just now
is very useful and is doing very good work.
Farmers are now more ready to take the
evidence of the experts, echcl of whomn is
helping the agriculturist.

The Minister for Agriculture: .1 think
they are following the advice and follow-
ing the results Of experihients.

Hon. Sir JAMES MI11TCHELL: Yes,
they are. We are transforming much of
the country and we know now that much
more can be done.

The Premier: But for ag-riculture thme
State would be in a bad way to-day.

Ron. Sir JAM'ES MITCHELL: Yes.
Lost year 24 millions came -from the soil.
We might have bad it 25 years ago and
been taking 100 millions from the soil to-
day if only we had been true to ourselves
.30 years ago. The opportunity is here, but
we want more people. I wish the Minister
could see his way clear to subsidising the
agricultural societies in each district.
Prizes at the shows are comparatively
small and one notices that the stock, while
actually improving in quality, is falling
away in numbers. I am pleased to say the
work of the department is being appreci-
ated from one end of the State to the other.
We do not hear the experts, damned to-
any. as they one were.

[21r. Panton took the Chair.]

MR. THOMSON (Ratanning) [10.43]:-
We have every reason to he satisfied with
the excellent services rendered by the officers
of the department, from the director down
to the office boy. I have had experience of
the director and his officer;, those of them
who have visited my district, and I am pleased
to say that the results of their visits have
been beneficial. It is gratifying to know of
the i:ncrease in our wool from 6.8 to 7.1.
And I am proud to think that the highest
average belongs to Onowangerup in my dis-

(nect, where Mr. 0. P. Richardson has
secuired Ni1bs. per animal for his flock-.last
year.

I-ori. G. Taylor: WVere they all rams?
Mr. THO0MSON: If the hon. member has

A iy doubt about it lie can come down an ld see
whether lie can judge between a rain and a
ewe, TPle statement is perfectly true. It shows
what can be done by judicious breeding,
and it is an objective that the State canl set.
'The officers of the department are endeavour-
ing to point out to the people how then can
imprwove the yield fromt the soil. That is the
umin reason wvhi so mnuch mtoney is being
spent in) the department. While the depart-
mnent is doing excellent work in the way of
conducting experimental plots and farmns, it
is contended )by many that it would be in the
interests of the State if we had an officer,
a specialist in the establishmrent of pastures.
It is said that what pastures have been
established to a great extent have been
brought 40)out by what the farmers them-
selves have done. After all, if we arc to
increase our cattle and stock, it is essential
that we should exiperimtent with pastures in
order to determine which will give the best
results. In company with the Minister I
had the pleasure of inspecting the property
of Mr. A. J. Monger at York. Mr. Monger
has clearly demonstrated[ what canl be done
by top-dressing and tine cultivation or
elovers. lie is carryinig more than two sheep
to the acre on that property. If that canl he
done on One farm tinder a proper system of
top-dressing and the establishment of pas-
tires, then instead of Our having S;,000,000
sheep in the whole of the State, there is no
ieason wiry, in a few years' time, we should
uot he carrying that many along the Great
Southern alone. So I feel it is in the in-
terests of the State that the departuent
should give a little more attention to the es-
tablislinent of permanent pastures. As the
result of Mr. Suatton, in company with one of
his experts, visiting a portion of my ele-
torate, they recommended to the Agricultural
Miank that assistance should he given to
establish pastures and for top-dressing. Thle
Ilinister for Lands and thre trustees of the
bank also visited the district and decided to
grant the assistance. But I am afraid they
are not as liberal as they might be, for one
year's assistance is not going to make the
pastures permanent. I congratulate those
who put up the proposal to the Government,
and the Government on having accepted the
proposal for the importation of high-class
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horses for the purpose of inereasing the
number of such horses in this State. In
South Africa the Government assist not only
in the purchase of high-class horses, but
also by freight concessions. In England
there is a system under which committees
or clubs of farners pool the amiount
they will have to pay in fees and
with a substantial subsidy they are able
to import horses of a very high class.
It has been suggested-and I hope the Goy-
erment will adopt the suggestion-that we
should establish committees of that kind in
this State. I hope the Government will
subsidise them and that we shall have an
opportunity to bring high-class stallions
from the Old Country. If the ease were put
up to the Federal. Government, I see no
reason why they should not offer a subsidy
also. It is contended by people who claim
to hare a knowledge of the subject that
while the horses bbing imported from the
Eastern States are good, they are on the
light side. I should like to see heavier stock
imported from the Old Country. With coin-
mittees established in the various districts,
if a horse had served a useful purpose, it
could be exchanged for a horse in another
district. The suggestion certainly seems
practicable. Years ago a suggestion was
made by the Director of Agriculture for the
training of cadets. That system has pro-
duced good results. Sonic of the cadets who
went out for a term to gain useful know-
ledge are now agricultural advisers drawing
fairly substantial salaries and ecd year
they must become of greater value to the
State. On the subject of the establishment
of a pasture, I should like to direct atten-
tion to a portion of the policy we submitted
to the people at the last election. We con-
sidered that if experimental State nurseries
were established at Mount Barker and
Bridgetown, fruit trees that were giving the
best results could be propagated and fruit
growers could be supplied with young trees
true to type, while the nursery could also be
utilised to conduct experiments in the corn-
hating of diseases common to the fruit in-
dustry. Such nurseries would be of great
value to students as a means of imparting
practical knowledge so essential to those
desirous of following the fruit industry as
a calling. Recently I noticed in the Press
that the Parents and Citizens' Association
of Mount Barker had carried out certain ex-
perimnents on pasture in 1926, hut they were
not wholly successful owing to the soil

being unsatisf actory. After negotiating
with the University endowment authorities,
a block of ]and was secured that has given
excellent returns. When the flew block
was secured, it was stated that for imn-
mediate demands the funds of the associa-
tion were available, but would be insutbie-
ient to carry oLut the more extensive opera-
tions of fencing, clearing etc. Hence it was
decided to appeal, not only to the fruit
grrowers of the district, bui to others in-
terested, directly andi indirectly, through-
out the State. The response was gratify-
ing, ,mgd assistance in many forms was
readily forthcoinng. In addition the pro-
ceeds of concerts organised by the associa-
tion helped to swell. tme funds. The report
went onl to say-

Strangely enouigh the only refusals of assist-
ance were those received from the Educatioa
Department and the Department of Agricul-
ture.

I regret that the Department of Agricul-
I rc sholdd have refused to give the Mount
Biarker association assistance to lay down
a pasture, because the work is providing
valuable instruction to thme children and to
the district generally. T. hope the Mlinisteir
will see that sonic assistance is given. It
is a policy that we advocated at the elec-
tion bjecause we considered it would he in
the interests of the fruit-giowing industry.
If it is good enough to establish experi-
niental plots for wheat andl oats, the same
principle should be adopted for orchards
and pastuires. I hope the Governmient will
reconsider the question and see that assis-
tance is granted to the association that has
set out to do such excellent work. In view
of the importance of the wool industry, an-
other officer should be appointed to travel
the country and give advice to settlers. The
Sheep Inspector is certainly rendering very
fine service to the State, and the resuts of
his advice and practical demonstrations on
various farms have been excellent. If we
aire going to increase this branch of indus-
try, , which is a very valuable one to the
State, the department mighbt well consider
the appointrmnt of an officer to assist the
Sheep inspector. Western Australia is a
large State and an additional adviser could
do good work, especially in the newer dis-
districts whore totally inexperienced men arc
taking up land.

Mr. Teesdale:- The wool officer is one of
the best workers in the department.
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MVr. THOMSON: I think aft of them are
good workers, but he is obtaining excellent
results.

M-Nr. Teesdale-: I think a lot of them are
a bit tired.

Mr. THOMSONT : That has not been my
experience of the ofilcers with whom I have
conic into contact. I hope that thle good
work of the department will be continued
and that the primary producers will be as-
sisted in every way. If by means of the
experience and experiments of the depart-
ment it is possible to increase the yields
of cereals and produoction of other kinds,
the expense entailed will be money well
spent and the return to the State will he
indeed valuable. I trust that the Minister
will give serious consideration to the sug-
gestion for establishing district commaittees
for the importation of high class stallions
and that financial assistance will be made
available.

Progress reported.

Hounse adjoperned (at 1.1 p.m.

lcoislative Council,
Thursday, 8th November, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, leave
,of absence for three consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. W. T. Glasheen on tlmo
ground of urgent private business,

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hion. J. MN.
Drew-CentraL) [4.35] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill is similar to that ol!
last year and the previous year. The rates
of tax remain unaltered. Although last year
enlded with a small deficit, it is miot desired
to increase taxation until we arc forced to
do so. It is hoped that a general advance
in) prosperity Will r'enider any incerease Lin-
necessary. On the other hadid, the Treas-
urer is unable to grant any further relief
ait present. The rebate of 33 / per cent.
in the amount of income tax payable was
an important concession, and the rates of
tax compare favourably now with those of
thle Enotrn States. This applies niore par-
ticularly to lower incomes. The maximum
rate now payable is only 2s. 8d. in the £.

I regret to say that thle returni from income
tax showed a further falling off last year.
For the year prior to the granting of time
rebate the return was £-566,344. For thle
following year-the first rear of the rebate
-it was £9345,527, a reduction of £221,000.
For last year it was only £323,597, a fur-
ther falling off of £:22,000. In this perloti
of two years the State has progressed
gr'eatly. The ieduction in the amount act-
ually paid by the taxpayers shows the great
amount of relief gr-anteil to them. It mnust.
not be forgotten that this relief is shared
on an equal basis hy all sections of the tax-
payers. On the other hand land tax returns
have slightly increased. This is not due to
any hiincase in the rates of tax but to the
steady growth in1 values Of land generally
and more particularly in the metropolitn
areal. I move-

That the Bill be new read a seconid timie.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[4.3Sj : I notice that thle fornimla for coi-
puting the tax ins been changed since last'
se 'sion. I drew attention to the mnatter be-
fore, and I asked lDr. Saw to be good enough
to calculate the tax on the thein formula.
He worked it out that under thle fonula
then in the Act the Taxation Department
had to give taxpayers somiething instead of
getting something from them. However, I
have not received a rebate from the depart-
mnent. It is set out in this Bill, as I thoughit
it ought to have been last session, that the
rote shall be equal to RI - 2 + .007 (1 -
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